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Educat ed young Tur ks must consider their nation-building role

Subhadra Devan

ARE t he ur ban educat ed yout hs of Mal aysi a goi ng through a particularly
expressive anti-establishnent phase or are they so blind that they will
not see?

A case in point is that those who have benefited the nost fromthe
Nat i onal Devel opment Policy and the current Government's | argesse seemto
be the very sanme who will turn against the political party instrunmental in
eradi cating poverty among their own race

Dat uk Hi shanmmuddi n Tun Hussei n, acting chief of Umo Youth, said at the
Umo Yout h assenbly on June 17 that the party renmai ned the sol e vehicle
for the struggle to el evate the status of all Ml ays, while Parti Keadil an
Nasi onal (Keadilan) was spear headi ng the interests of one man

Sonewhere in time, it has been forgotten that the NDP is not about
Bumi put er a devel opnent per se but about redressi ng economc disparities
and race rel ati ons managenent.

The education and university quotas are in place to ensure the
Bumi put erasget a chance to conti nue hi gher educati on on par with ot her
races. Most Bumi putera teenagers who receive these privileges are fromthe
| ower- and ni ddl e-i ncome groups, and fromthe rural areas.

It is fine that the educated Bum putera youths want to be recogni sed for
their skills, but those in the "strings pulled" category should not forget
t he neans t hrough whi ch they have reached this stageinlife.

Those who fancy thensel ves as intellectuals nowclaimthe NDP (the
successor to the New Economic Policy) is skewedinits inplenentation
where only a few are seen to be reaping the econonmc profits. If the NDP
were term nated, wouldn't the majority be the ones to suffer?

Do they want the State schol arshi ps, Federal |oans and myriad grants
fromnational conpanies to be given to other deserving communities? The
urban scene of coffee cafes, bistros, nightspots, branded goods and
flashy, expensive cars is not representative of the country. Perhaps it is
i ndi cative of their spheres of influence that the educated Buni putera
yout hs bel i eve that noney equal s success.

These yout hs, perhaps spoonfed for too | ong, shoul d buckl e up and work
wi thin the systemto change any perceived defici encies of the NDP so that
it can benefit nore Mal aysians and their children. For the latter are the
ones who will be the biggest losers if Malaysia's educated young Turks
today cannot nmeke a cl ear decision on what they want for the future.

If the Qpposition groups had their way, the young Mal ays are supposed to
shun Umo for the |ikes of Keadilan, Pas, the DAP and Parti Rakyat
Mal aysi a.

At the end of the day, all nust acknow edge that Umo has a proven track
record. It has the capacity to adapt and inprove its ability to fulfil its
obligation to the majority.

It has co-operated well withits political partners to bring about
progress in Mal aysia's 42 years of i ndependence. Can anyone see Pas with
its Islamic state or Keadilan with its "Anwarian state" (and no cl ear
political stand) doing that?

The privil eges accorded to the Mal ays and i ndi genous peopl e of Ml aysi a
can be repealed if circunstances warrant it. They are not God-given
rights. But those anbng the young Mal ays who think the privil eges are no
| onger necessary, after benefiting fromthem shoul d think hard.

Have the i nequities been adequately redressed? They nust al so be aware



that destroying Malay unity inthis tinme of political volatility may well
open festering wounds that Ml aysi ans may not be equi pped to deal with

The Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad pointed out that: "It
is the people's noney which is financing their studies ..."

Those degrees and doctorates are owed in part to the sinple, hardworking
peopl e whose contributions the young Turks are not often cogni sant of. A
portion of all earnings go towards income tax fromwhich suns are
al l ocated to education funds |i ke State schol arshi ps.

Mal aysi ans perceive their interests nore pragmatically; history has
taught the people to fear, not an authoritarian governnent, but the chaos
of riots, the heartbreak of death in viol ence, and the shackl es of

poverty.
In the West, the rights of the individual are all-inportant, superseding
that of the community and fam |y. Ml aysians, |ike other Asians, val ue the

rights of the community as nuch as those of the individual, and regard
themas nutual ly conpl ementary. The educat ed young Tur ks of Ml aysi a
shoul d consider all factors and their role in making this nation a better
pl ace, and rmake the right choice for all Ml aysi ans tonorrow.
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