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Educational re-design vital

TWOmatters of significant inport pertainingto information technol ogy
wer e brought to the surface by both Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad and hi s deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi . The nove to

repl ace certaintraditional subjects inthe country's education systemis
compellingas it is tinely. According to Dr Mahathir, the rapid changes in
i nformati on technol ogy dictates this nove since students nust be equi pped
with the rel evant knowhowto neet the chall enges of the Informati on Age.

The transition of the country's econonmic life to a gl obalised and
i nformati on-based one requires the re-design of inportant systens,
primarily the education system Such a reconfigurationis inperative. It
is worth renenbering that the industrial era did lead to the
reconfiguration of institutions |eft over fromthe nmedi aeval period such
as school s and universities. Using this as a historic parallel, certain
| eftover institutions and nmet hodol ogy fromindustrialismare |ikely, nay,
shoul d devol ve in mniature forns and ways that refl ect the m ght and
| ogi ¢ of mcro-technol ogy.

For the education system this would entail discardi ng the system of
rote-l earning, an exam nation-based curricul umand sone old disciplines.
Uni versity syl |l abuses of sonme courses need to be revised and, in sone
cases, certain subjects di spensed with altogether. Surely, the
i nst ant aneous shari ng of data everywhere and nowhere at once wi ||l change
one's approach to learning. Starting with the primary | evel, our young
need to be taught the attribute, which critics say has el uded nany of our
pupils, of critical thinking.

Herein lies the solution to Abdull ah's concern over the negative side of
the Internet such as the pervasive hate sites, pornography and the spread
of lies. As he puts it, the societal transformation brought about by the
Net and cyber economy will |ead to some upheaval. The Information
Revol ution unl eashes both the spirit of genius and nenmesis. Changes in the
educati on systemwhere enphasis i s pl aced on the devel opnent of critical
t hi nki ng and the responsibility that comes with intellectual |iberty plus
the ai d of software progranmmes which parents can install to bl ock
children's access to adult-only stuff will help to mnimse any upheaval .
Bot h young and ol d nust open their mnds to new ways, approaches and
t echnol ogi es.

Thi s conposite of open m nds determ nes how open a society i s and how
far the Governnent, too, can adapt to a w red-environment which transcends
locality and chal |l enges the concept of a nation-state and di m ni shes
nati onal sovereignty. As Dr Mahat hir indicates, the Governnment i s prepared
to make adjustnments but its capacity to do so is dependent on the | evel of
t he peopl e' s understandi ng of and education on IT.

The Smart school project, if properly and speedily inplenented, wll
ensure the birth of a discerning, know edgeabl e and di gi tal -savvy younger
generation. But the | ack of resources and trai ned teachers are stunbling
bl ocks. The present | T subject is insufficient. The Educati on M nistry
should see to it that the Smart school blueprint is closely adhered to by
participating schools inthe pilot programe. It shoul d seek i nnovative
ways to expedite and expand the project nationwide. If the red tape is
cut, schools can formSmart partnerships with the private sector where
conpani es can jointly adopt a school for the project since these
youngsters will formthe backbone of a digital Ml aysia.



(END)



	Educational re-design vital (NST 12/07/1999)

