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Sany- Mahat hi r
M SI A NEEDS DR MAHATHI R S LEADERSHI P | N 21ST CENTURY - SAMY VELLU

KANGAR, May 7 (Bernama) -- M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said
t oday Mal aysi a needed the | eadership of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad in the 21st century.

He said the question of Dr Mahathir handing over his post to his
successor should not be raised as majority of Ml aysians still supported Dr
Mahat hir as Prine M nister.

Dr Mahathir is a great |eader of the 20th century and he is stil
capabl e of leading the country to the 21st century, he told reporters after
opening the Perlis M C convention, here.

" 1" m maki ng an open appeal not to raise the issue of Dr Mahathir
stepping down as Prine Mnister," said Sany Vellu, who is Wirrks M nister.

Yesterday, International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah
Azi z appealed to Dr Mahathir not to tal k about resigning.

Sany Vel lu said only about 1,000 people were involved in
anti-governnment activities while the vast najority of Malaysia's 21 nillion
popul ation still wanted Barisan Nasional (BN) to remain in power.

He said a few I ndians who took part in the street denonstrations in
Kual a Lunpur |ast nonth were not M C nenbers.

"W believe they were paid to denonstrate," he said.

He assured the governnent and the BN that the Indians would not revolt
against the ruling coalition in the com ng general election as they
depended on the BN governnment to fulfil their needs.

Samy Vellu said the prevailing unity and harnony anong t he Mal ays,

Chi nese and | ndi ans under the BN government had guaranteed politica
stability and enabl ed the country to progress to greater heights.

Hence, there was no reason for the people to change the governnent, he
sai d.

On MC s preparations for the general election, he said the party had
started preparing for the polls by organising sem nars for party menbers at
di visional |level and assisting in the ongoing voter registration exceri ce.

In his speech, Samy Vellu said Mal aysi an | ndi ans had attai ned
signi ficant changes econonically, politically and socially but there were
still roomfor inprovenent.

According to the M d-Term Revi ew of the Seventh Ml aysia Pl an Report,

t he househol d i ncome of Indians in 1996 and 1997 increased by 16.3 per cent
as conpared to the previous five-year devel opment pl an.

It surpassed the 12.7 per cent by Bum puteras and 13.7 per cent by the
Chinese in the two years, he said.

According to the report, the average househol d i ncome of Indians rose
to RMR,896 from RM2, 140, proving that the standard of l|iving of Indians
have i nproved consi derably under the BN governnent, he added.
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