19/ 09/ 1999
It's Thail and that has been appoi nted deputy comuander

Farush Khan; Joseph Bi ngkasan; Adrian David

TUARAN, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today confirmed that it was
Thai | and, and not Mal aysi a, whi ch had been appoi nted deputy conmander of
the United Nations nultinational force to troubled East Tinor.

The Prime M nister said Mal aysia "woul d not fight" over the matter and
was prepared to accept Thail and' s appoi ntment to the post.

He said Malaysia would initially deploy 30 officers and nmen to East
Ti nor .

"More wi Il be sent when the peacekeepi ng force has been fornmed," he told
a Press conference at the end of his overnight visit to Sabah

Dr Mahat hir was asked whether it was Mal aysi a or Thail and whi ch had been
appoi nt ed.

In a statenent yesterday, Defence M nister Datuk Abang Abu Bakar
Miust apha had said a Mal aysi an bri gadi er-general had been appoi nted deputy
commander of an 8, 000-strong UN nul tinational force to East Ti nor
(I'nterfet). According to Abang Abu Bakar, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan
had t el ephoned Dr Mahat hir on Thursday to i nformhi mof the appoi nt nment.

Dr Mahat hir today confirned that Annan had contacted himto say that
Thai | and woul d be appoi nted to the deputy commander's post.

Meanwhi |l e, armed forces chief Jen Tan Sri Mhd Zahi di Zai nuddi n sai d
Bri g-Jen Datuk Mhd Khalid Saad woul d | ead the 30-nman Mal aysi an t eam

Mohd Khalid is conmander of the arny's First Division's Fifth Infantry
Bri gade based i n Lok Kawi, Sabah

Mohd Zahi di said the Mal aysi an teamwas ready to face any eventuality in
East Tinor, thanks to experience gained i n past UN peacekeepi ng
depl oynents in Somalia, Bosnia-Herzegovi na and Canbodi a.

"However, we viewthe situationin D li as critical and very sensitive
conpared wi th t he previ ous peacekeepi ng depl oynents, " sai d Mohd Zahi di .

He sai d the depl oynent of Mal aysian troops for the next phase woul d
constitute a battalion of between 800 and 1, 500 nen.

"W are nmaki ng preparations for this, including deploying mechani sed
units. The strength of the nmachinery and arnmoury to be depl oyed will
depend on the situation in East Tinor," he added.

Interfet, to be conmandered by Australian Mj or-General Peter Cosgrove,
i s schedul ed to be deployed fromMnday to try to restore order in the
wake of the pro-Indonesia mlitia carnage that greeted the Aug 30
i ndependence vote in the former Portuguese col ony.

Interfet wll initially conprise troops spearheaded by sone 2,000
Australians and 250 British gurkhas, who arrived in Darwin, Australi a,
yest er day.

Si ngapore will provide a 250-strong nedical unit, nmlitary observers,
| ogi stic support and a pair of |anding ships tank (LST).
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