26/ 07/ 1999

Efforts to woo foreign tourists get boost

EFFORTS t 0 woo foreign tourists to holiday destinations in the country
recei ved a shot inthe armyesterday with an agreenment between Enkay G oup
and CGol den Life Resort Bhd, which is partially owned by Koreans.

Asi de frombuying 220 resi dential units of Enkay's Langkawi Lagoon on
the | egendary island, Golden Life will also market the RMBOO million
devel opnent overseas, especially in South Korea, Japan and Si ngapor e.

A menor andum of under standing for the purpose was si gned by Enkay
executive chai rman Tan Sri Mistapha Kamal Abu Bakar and Gol den Life
managi ng di rector Yoon Chan-soo.

The event was witnessed by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad
and Sout h Korean Anbassador to Ml aysia Lee Byoung- ho.

Dr Mahathir | ater went to Berjaya Langkawi Beach and Spa Resort in Tel uk
Burau to noderate the first cl osed-door session with heads of state and
gover nnent .

He then participated in a dial ogue between the heads of state and
governnment and the nedi a.

Yoon said CGol den Life would pronpte the resort island and Langkawi
Lagoon in particular, to "sel ected people fromJapan and Korea who have
achieved a lot of things in their life".

CGol den Life is partly owned by Yoon. The majority stake in the conpany
in held by local parties.

In his speech, Dr Mahat hir said the Governnent mni ght consider rel axi ng
visa requirenments for tourists fromKorea and ot her countries to all ow
themto spend their vacation | onger.

"We are keen to hel p people stay a longer time in Mal aysia. For that, we
are prepared to relax on visa requirement, et cetera. We will try to
accommpdat e as nuch as possi bl e t he needs of our visitors, including our
Korean visitors.

"So, if they have any problem please informus directly or through
t heir ambassadors and we will take the necessary neasures to overcone the
probl ens. "

Sayi ng that Ml aysia was a "very hospitable country”, Dr Mahathir said
the country's | ower per capita income of US$5, 000 (RML9, 000) annual |y
prior to the econonmic crisis conpared to Korea's US$16, 000, nmade it
attractive.

"This is one country where you can actually save noney by visiting
Mal aysia ... The cost of living in Korea is probably higher thanin
Mal aysia. So, if you come here to stay for one nonth, you don't have to
spend the sane ampunt of noney in Korea

"You can spend half or one third of your incorme in Mlaysia and
therefore save two thirds of it.

"So, you cone to Malaysia to enjoy yourself and at the sane tine save
nmoney. And t hen when you go back, you can take that noney and spend it in
Korea. So, Korea won't | ose anything and we gai n sonet hi ng."

Dr Mahat hir also said that there were nany plans outlined to boost
tourist arrivals to Langkawi . These include buil ding a sophisticated
vill age resort, and upgradi ng a pal ace built by a Hol | ywood fil mconpany
i n maki ng Anna and the Ki ng novi e.

At a Press conference |later, Dr Mahathir said the Gover nnent was
consi dering having a direct flight fromSeoul to Langkawi .

"Maybe initially we may have to have a charter flight but as the nunmber



of visitors increases, both ways, we think that we shoul d have regul ar
flights between Seoul and Langkaw ."

Meanwhi | e, the Korean Ambassador said the Governnent's efforts to make
Langkawi one of the nost beautiful and popul ar resorts in Asia woul d be
"nmore than successful ".

Lee said a survey carried out by Korean tourist agents | ast year
i ndi cated that Langkawi was t he nost desired honeynoon destinati on by
new y-wed couples in the country.

"Despite the econonmi ¢ donwt urn, sone 1, 500 Kor ean honeynooners vi sited
this island last year ... | amconfident that the Langkawi Devel opnent
Aut hority's plan to make Langkawi one of the nost beautiful and popul ar
resorts in Asia will be nore than successful."

He pointed out that co-operation between Korea and Malaysia in tourism
was nmaking a great |eap, reflecting fromthe increase in the nunber of
Korean visitors to the country to 70,000 annual | y.

In turn, nore Mal aysians are visiting Korea every year, he said, noting
that the figure fromthe Mal aysi an si de stood at 40,000 a year.

"Just as Mal aysia places a growing priority inthe tourismindustry,
Korea's efforts to prombte its industry are al so gai ni ng momentum " he
sai d.
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