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Azhar - Sai | i ng
ELABORATE WELCOM NG CEREMONY AWAI TS AZHAR

LANGKAW , Aug 2 (Bernama) -- Wth another 1,330 nautical miles nore for
Mal aysi an mari ner Datuk Azhar Mansor to reach home, el aborate wel com ng
cerenmony has been lined up for the "Wra Dunia"” (Wrld Hero).

Langkawi Devel opnent Aut hority (LADA) General Mnager Datuk Abdul Hali
Mutalib said the cerenony woul d kick off as soon as Azhar reached the
finishing line at the Star Cruise jetty on Aug 10.

He said federal and state governnent departments were involved in the
preparations.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad woul d be on hand to
recei ve the Kangar-born sailor, he told reporters after chairing a neeting
to finalise the preparations.

Meanwhi | e, Azhar faced the slow sailing conditions for the third
consecuti ve day today.

"Still within the |light convergence zone of the Equator and the
progress is slowwi th North Northwesterly wind blowi ng at four to eight
knots with slight sea", Azhar said in his e-mail to his shore base at the
Awana Porto Mal ai resort here.

Azhar said it was light air and at tinmes condition was becal med with
cl oudy weat her and scattered rain.

Yest erday, Azhar hoped to catch up with sonme speed again as he got
further north.

The RM million Jalur Gemlang yacht registered only 130 nautical mles
over 24 hours.

He is now steering his way to Sabang in North Sumatera which is about
1,054 nautical mles fromhis position today.

Azhar, who is bidding to becone the first Malaysian to sail sol o around
the world, is into his 181st day in the open sea al one and has | ogged
24,062 nautical mles.

Azhar reported his yacht's position at Latitude 03 degrees 29 37"
Sout h, Longitude 080 degrees 12' 66" East with an average speed of six
knot s.

- - BERNAMA

NH TS



	ELABORATE WELCOMING CEREMONY AWAITS AZHAR (Bernama 02/08/1999)

