11 MAR 1999
Mahat hi r - Sabah (El ecti on)
ELECT BN TO ENSURE BRI GHT FUTURE, SAYS DR MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, March 11 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today appeal ed to the people of Sabah to el ect Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) candi dates for a bright future and their well-being.

In a special nmessage to Sabahans recorded for airing over television,
Dr Mahat hir expressed the hope that they would elect the BNto set up a
strong and solid governnent.

Dr Mahathir, who is also BN chairman, said the federal governnent
prom sed to extend full cooperation to a state governnent |ed by the BN

He nade the recording for television at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah
Airport, here, upon his return froma two-day visit to Sabah

The peopl e of Sabah will start casting their votes tonorrowin a state
election that is said to be the nost intense in the state's history, after
10 days' canpai gni ng

A total of 199 candidates are vying for the 48 seats in the state
assenbly with 144, or nore than two-thirds conming fromthe three main
parties, Barisan Nasional (BN), Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) and Bersekut u,
which are contesting in all the constituencies.

Dr Mahathir said the BN governnent conprised representatives from
various comunities and its conponent parties who were willing to cooperate
at the federal and state |evels.

"Surely it is easier for the federal governnent to cooperate with a
state government nmade up of one party (BN)," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he believed that the people of Sabah woul d choose the
BN based on his observation while in the state and their support for BN
candi dat es.

He congratul at ed Sabahans for ensuring that there were no ugly
incidents or rioting in the canmpaigning for the el ection and for the
solidarity that they had di spl ayed.

He said Mal aysia was unique in that its nultiracial people were able to
live in peace and harnony.

"The governnent wants to say that this is one of the results of the BN
governnnment's rule, that is, we have succeeded in bringing the conmunities
cl oser together and in evol ving a harnoni ous society,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that with racial unity the country was stable and
faced no probl ens, unlike some other devel oping countries that were
experiencing racial riots.

Dr Mahathir said that through the BN, the governnent had succeeded in
form ng a peace-loving society that enjoyed the good life.

Such a situation enabled the country to overcone its problens properly
and calmMy, he said, citing the exanple of the economic turnoil resulting
fromthe drop in the currency value and the stock narket.

"We shoul d val ue the harmony and maintain the stability," he said.

"I"'mnore confident that BN will score a victory not only by a sinple
majority but will be able to forma stronger governnent," he said.
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