19 DEC 1999
Lee- MPs
ELECTED REPS SHOULD SERVE ON A FULL-TI ME BASI S, SAYS SCClI AL ACTI VI ST

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 19 (Bernamm) -- Former Bukit Bi ntang Menber of
Parliament Datuk Lee Lam Thye has suggested that the nonthly remuneration
and ot her perks of el ected representatives be reviewed upwards to enabl e
themto serve on a full-tine basis.

This would all ow the MPs and state assenbl ynen to devote their ful
attention to their constituencies, thus doing justice to the peopl e who
have el ected them he said in a statenent today.

Lee, who served as an MP for seven terns, said although nany of today's
el ected representatives were serving full-tinme, there were still many
ot hers who were not prepared to give up their respective professions for
the sake of meking politics a full-tinme occupation

He said at present, an MP was entitled to about RMVB, 650 per nonth as
renmuneration, inclusive of entertainment, travelling all owances, tel ephone
and driver expenses.

Lee al so said that MPs and state assenbl ynen shoul d make t hensel ves
accessi bl e by maki ng known their tel ephone and fax nunbers or e-nai
address to their electorate to allowthemto seek their help w thout any
i nconveni ence.

He said a "wakil rakyat" nust al so conduct regul ar neet-the-people
sessions in his or her constituency in order to ensure interaction with the
grassroots.

"Besi des conducting regul ar neet-the peopl e sessions, there must al so
be service centres in the respective constituencies manned by full-tinme
staff to handle the daily needs of the constituents,” he said.

Lee rem nded el ected representatives that "a victory in the election is
not a passport to serve one's personal agenda, but to serve with
responsibility, integrity, commtnent and hardwork".

"The job of a wakil rakyat today is very demandi ng conpared with the
early days of our parlianmentary el ections because the el ected
representati ves now have to deal with educated el ectorates who are
wel | -informed about current affairs and in nost cases about their rights,”
he sai d.

On the new Cabi net |ine-up announced by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad on Dec 10, Lee said with a good m xture of experienced and
yout hful | eaders, it should help to provide a strong and efficient
governnent to address many issues and chal |l enges that |ies ahead.
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