19/ 11/ 1999
10th el ections not the toughest for nme yet: PM

Fauzi ah | smai |

DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad said the 10th general el ections will not be
hi s toughest yet, citing instead the general elections in 1990 as hi s nost
"chal | engi ng. "

The Prime M nister said even though thereis a political crisis
foll owi ng t he sacki ng of Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mas Deputy Prinme M nister
in Septenber | ast year and Pas' said increasing influence, not one Umo

| eader with calibre fromthe Suprenme Council had | eft the party unlike
what had happened in the 1990 general el ections.

"I't (1990) was tense ... Umo | ost as nmany as 85, 000 nenbers. W had no

| eaders of calibre includinginthe Supreme Council," he told |ocal nmass
nmedi a editors at Putrajaya yest erday.

Dr Mahat hir said the Bari san Nasi onal (BN) hopes to repeat the success

of the 1995 el ection by securing four-fifths of the seats contested in the
el ections. "W got trenendous support during that el ection with 62 per
cent of the votes

"W hope to repeat (this performance) but | believe there will be a
slight decline ... (achieved) less than in 1995 but better than 1990," he
added.

He bel i eves that polling on Novenber 29 will proceed snoothly alt hough
the BN anticipates certain quarters will use thugs to try and create
troubl e before the polls.

The BN is anticipating attenpts by the Qpposition to di srupt the snooth
conduct of the el ections especially a few days before polling when
Opposition candi dates realise that they have a slimchance of wi nning.
The Oppositionwill also hurl all sorts of accusati ons a few days before
polling to arouse the anger of their supporters agai nst BN.

The Governnment al so expects the Opposition to engage gangsters to

di srupt BN ceranmahs and canpai gns but Dr Mahathir said he is confident
that the security forces will be capable of handling the situation

"The security forces are not only prepared and in fact are capable to
deal with any eventuality," he said.

Asked howreal the threats of riots are, Dr Mahathir said his fear stens
fromthe presence of an "individual" who is noww th Qpposition

"Al though he repeatedly tal ked about the rule of | aw, he does not

respect (the rule of |aw).

"I'n 1974, he was responsi ble for causing riots to oppose the Governnent.
He left the country and returned ... will do it again," he said.

Dr Mahat hir, who wi |l announce the |ist of Umo candi dates today, said

at | east 30 per cent of the BN candidates will be new faces. They incl ude
former Parti Melayu Semangat 46 nenbers who have rejoi ned Umo.

Anong the main criteriain the selection of candi dates are their
capability in winning the seats to be contested and their undivi ded
loyalty to the party.

"When we i ntroduce new faces, incunbents nmay not be happy at being

repl aced or dropped. As such, we have to di sappoint those interested in
beconi ng candi dat es.

"How are we to increase the nunber of candi dates fromanong t he Umo
Yout h and Wani ta Umo because t he candi dates fromthe Youth and Wani t a,
when t hey become ol der, refuse to step down," he said.

He was al so asked whet her those who are close to Anwar when he was

Deputy Prine M ni ster have a chance to becone candi dates. "Umo does not



di scri m nat e agai nst themj ust because they have been cl ose to Anwar.
"Havi ng been cl ose or cooperative with Datuk Seri Anwar is not a
criterion in the selection of candidates.

Previ ously, even though they were close to Datuk Seri Anwar, they were
loyal to the party.

I f they have been sincere and |l oyal to the party, they will be sel ected
as candi dates," he said.

He al so expressed confidence that the BNwi Il win in Kedah, Terengganu
and Perlis, the three states in which Pas has said that it woul d capture
in the general elections.

"W are not denying that we are facing problens in the three states. W
faced the sane problens in the previous elections but the results were
di fferent fromwhat had been predicted by anal ysts," he said.

Dr Mahathir said every tinme an el ecti on approaches, he woul d definitely
face a problemin making a final decision on the |ist of candidates but
this tinme, the burden was not as heavy as that which he had faced in the
previ ous el ections.

"I'n the previous el ections, | made the decision alone but this time, for
the list of Umo candidates, | was assisted by the party's vice presidents
and the secretary-general ," he added.
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