16/ 06/ 1999
El ection issues to dom nate assenbly

Rashi d Yusof

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Umo goes into its assenbly fromFriday with the
i npendi ng general election energing as arallying point givenits
overriding inportance amid the current political backdrop

Its secretary-general, Tan Sri Mhd Khalil Yaakob, said today the 53rd
general assenbly would, in a way, mark the | aunch of the "final stages" of
preparations for the general el ection which nust be held by next June.

For this, Khalil said, Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is
expected to set the tone in his keynote address by rallying the party
t oget her and notivating nenbers i n preparing for the polls.

An indication of the central thenes of the assenbly will cone tonorrow
when Dr Mahat hir addresses the custonmary pre-council or presidentia
briefing.

It will be attended by many of the 2,034 del egates, including suprene
counci | menbers, Umo and Wani ta Exco nenbers, and ei ght office bearers
fromthe 165 divi sions.

bservers said Dr Mahathir's remarks that there would be a surprise in
hi s speech at the assenbly and specul ati on t hat Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah
woul d be made Kel antan Unmo chi ef had hei ght ened anti ci pati on ahead of the

assenbl y.
Expandi ng on the significance of this |ast Umo assenbly before the
general election at a Press conference, Khalil said the singl enost

i mportant aspect for the party nowwas for the Bari san Nasional toretain
the two-thirds nmajority.

"So, this tinme, we hope our speakers will be nore political in their
speeches, " said Khalil, the new y-appointed party secretary-general and
I nformation M nister.

The econom c progress will al so be enphasi sed.

Thi s was because it was seen as inportant, particularly for the young,
who Khal il said, "came (were born) in the mddle of all the struggles"”.

Thus, the young were not conpletely aware of the hardshi ps i nvol ved, he
added.

At the Press conference, Khalil, anbng ot hers, was asked whet her the
i ssue involving fornmer Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
woul d crop up since this was the first general assenbly since his sacking
| ast Sept enber.

I n essence, he added, the party woul d stay focused on wi nning the
general election. "All delegates will have to think election,” Khalil said
when asked to comment on the scope of the debate.

In the neantine, the nood at the Putra World Trade Centre, the venue,
has pi cked up ahead of Umo's nost inmportant gathering this year

Thursday wi Il see the sinultaneous opening of the Youth and Wanita
neetings by Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi .
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