14 NOV 1999
Mahat hi r - El ecti on
ELECTI ON NOT A BEAUTY CONTEST, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 14 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today the general election is not a beauty contest to
determne who is the prettiest and the nost popul ar

He said the election was to forma sincere and credi bl e government with
good i deas that coul d devel op the country.

"Only stupid people think that the election is to test who is nore
popul ar,"” he said when addressing over 15,000 Barisan Nasi onal (BN) Youth
and Wanita nenbers at the Putra Wrld trade Centre, here.

Dr Mahathir, who is also the BN chairman, said an el ection was a
process to enabl e the people to pick a governnent that gave priority to the
country, not to pick a governnment nade up of people who are al ways seeki ng
hel p fromforeigners

"W do not want a governnent selected by (United State Vice-President)
Al Gore or a governnent selected by a foreign power or owned by the | M-
(I'nternational Monetary Fund). We want our own governnent," he said, to
shouts of agreenent fromthose present.

Dr Mahathir also urged the people to reject political parties that were
prepared to ask for aid and conspire with the big powers to achieve their
ambitions to win the el ection.

He said BN was prepared to face any challenge that would arise in the
com ng el ection and hoped to vanqui sh the country's enemni es.
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