25 NOV 1999
Khal i | - Adverti senents
ELECTI ON ADS | N MEDI A HAVE NOTHI NG TO DO W TH BN

KUALA TERENGGANU, Nov 25 (Bernanma) -- The el ection advertisenents in
t he mai nst eam nedi a aski ng the people to vote for the Barisan Nasional (BN
are paid for by the coalition's synpathisers, Information Mnister Tan Sri
Khal il Yaakob said today.

"The advertisenents have nothing to do with Umo or the BN. It is al
done by vol unteers who synnpat hise with and support our struggle,” he said.

Khalil, who is also the BN s director of election operations, said the
advertisenents were in the formof conmercials paid for by certain sponsors
and not by Umo or BN

"Of course we thank them because they have thought up a very effective
formof advertisenment that focuses on the real problemin answer to issues
rai sed by the opposition," he told reporters during a visit here to i nspect
the BN s el ecti on machi nery.

The sponsors of the advertisenents understood the nmessage to be
conveyed to the people, he said.

Since the start of the election canpaign, advertisenents disputing the
ability of the opposition | eaders and urging the people to vote for BN had
been regularly feature in the print and el ectroni c nedi a.

The DAP | odged a police a report against the BN | ast Sunday regarding
full -page advertisenents in the major newspapers which it claimed was ai ned
at intinmdating voters and obstructing themfor voting freely wi thout force
or pressure.

The party | odged the report under the Penal Code, Sedition Act and
El ection O fences Act. Parti Keadil an Nasional had al so | odge a police
report on the adverti senents.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mhanad, when | aunching the BN
mani festo recently, said the advertisenents only portrayed the reality and
was not ained at frightening the people.

On BN s chances in constituencies which had been classified as grey
areas, Khalil said: "There are no grey areas turning to black but there are
grey areas that have becone white and the BNis confident that it can win."

He said foreign i ndependent observers follow ng the conduct of the
general election al so acknow edged that BN coul d w n.

On BN s chances in Kelantan, he said the trend in that state showed a
rise in support for BN followi ng the BN | eaders' explanations that appeared
to be gaining the confidence of the people inthe BN s ability.
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