14/ 05/ 1999
Elite, religious Malays get the rap fromDr M

Fadzil Ghazali
PRI VE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad yesterday took to task Mal ay
el i tes whose actions and behavi our of I ate could pose athreat to the
preservation of virtues of the race.
He said these self-proclained "elites" and "religious" Ml ays are
changi ng the Mal ay tradition of gratitude and courtesy, to that of hatred
and vulgarity.
"They gi ve pictures of | eaders so that kidergarten children can tranple
on them In schools and universities, they instigate students so nuch so
that children of Umo nenbers think the struggles of their parents in Umo
wer e wrong.
"To these children, whatever their parents had done i s not enough and
sone even questi oned whet her the food served at hone is halal or
ot herwi se," he said at the | aunch of Umo Sel angor new buil di ng i n Shah
Al am yest er day.
Dr Mahathir said this group of Malays is driven by greed and power, and
they are hiding their true colours by pretending to preach the principles
of Islam
"It is nore disheartening to see they carried out their behaviour at
nmosques that are in fact built by the very Government they are out to
ruin,” he added.
Dr Mahathir said the present adm ni strati on has been the backbone behi nd
Mal aysi a' s devel opnent and progress so far.
He added that a country coul d not achi eve success and devel opnent j ust
by gai ni ng i ndependence, instead, it depended upon the efficiency of the
gover nnment .
Dr Mahathir said these Malay elites thensel ves are enjoying the benefits
fromliving in a country that prospers and well devel oped due to the
efficiency of the existing Governnent.
"I amsad that those well versed in I slamhave kept quiet, as though the
usage of obscene and vul gar | anguage by Muslins i s condoned,” he added.
He sai d Mal ays nust nake it their responsibility to prevent these groups
fromsucceeding in influencing the young mnds as thiswill ultimtely
spell the end of the Malay's courteous way of |iving.
"W need to contain such brai nwashing activities, otherw se the Ml ay
society will then be disunited and left in a lurch,” he added.
Later, Dr Mahathir told a press conference that that there had been many
changes in the traits of the Ml ays.
"I'n the past, they did not wite anything obscene but now they not only
wite thembut were al so told to use obscene words as though it is allowed
inlslam" he added
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