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EX- S46 MEMBERS CAN BE CANDI DATES | N GENERAL ELECTI ON - MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 17 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
toni ght fornmer menbers of Parti Mel ayu Senmangat 46 (S46) who re-joi ned Umo
are eligible to be nom nated as cani dates in the upcom ng general election
al t hough they have yet to fulfil the five-year nmenbership ruling.

"Thi s decision was nmade after they (S46 nenbers) returned to Umo," the
Prime M nister and Umo president told reporters after chairing the suprene
council neeting at party headquarters, here.

He said the five-year nenbership ruling applied to those joining Umo
as new menbers.

Dr Mahathir said he had to clarify the matter foll owi ng his statenent
at the cl osed-door pre-council neeting yesterday that a person nmust be an
Umo nenber for five years before he was eligible to be a candidate in the
general el ection.

He said ex-S46 nmenbers were full-fledge Umo nenbers.

"There is no discrimnation agai nst them" he said.

Asked if the decision to allow fornmer S46 nenbers, who are now in Umo
to be eligible to contest in the general election, would go down well wth
Umo nenbers, Dr Mahathir said: "As far as we are concerned, they are Umo
menbers. They are not S46 nmenbers. They are Umo nenbers.

" You don't discrimnate or differentiate between Umo nmenbers and S46
Umo nenbers," he said.

He said Umo nenbers nust be ready to accept whoever as nenbers of the
party.

Calling on party nenbers not to make it an issue, he said: "Menbers
must be ready to accept whoever is a nmenber. And even those who are not
menbers (of Umo) should be ready to accept themif they want to join
Umo. "

Asked if the nove to all ow ex-S46 nmenbers to contest in polls was an
i ndication that former S46 president Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah woul d be
appoi nted to head Kel antan Umo, Dr Mahathir said: "No. this is only a
clarification."”

Asked whet her Umo had plans to strengthen Kel antan Umo such as
appoi nti ng Tengku Razal ei gh as the State Umo |iaison chief, Dr Mahathir
said he had not thought about it yet.

He al so said the supreme council was satisfied with preparations for
the 53rd Umo General Assenbly tonorrow.

The council was also satisfied with the snmoboth conduct of the Youth and
Wani ta assenbl i es today.

Dr Mahathir al so said new y-appoi nted Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Adnan
Yaakob took his oath as a supreme council nenber tonight.
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