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Energy-efficient way to bigger profits

N. Gunal an

NUCLEAR engi neer Dr Mohd Zanzam Jaaf ar takes his energy very seriously. As
chi ef executive officer of new y-launched Mal aysi a Energy Centre, he
firmy believes that energy efficiency is a healthy practice.

And as health is wealth, the potential savings alone is enough
justification for businesses to enbark on energy efficiency projects.

That's where the centre cones in. It was set up |l ast year with the aim
of becom ng the focal point of industry, universities, research
institutions, and ot her national and i nternational organi sations.

It will also act as a national energy research centre to co-ordinate
projects on energy efficiency and | ead- manage renewabl e ener gy schenes.

One of these is an industrial energy efficiency inprovenent project
whi ch ki cked of f early this nonth.

"W tell them if youreally care to | ook at your factory, you can
actual |y make a 10 per cent savings with alittle investment. Energy-
efficient projects nake good busi ness sense as they offer oportunities to
i nprove profitability," points out Zanzam

The four-year RMBO million project is targeted at ei ght energy-intensive
i ndustrial sub-sectors, nanely cement, ceramcs, food, glass, iron and
steel, pul p and paper, rubber and wood.

The United Nations Devel opnent Progranme/ UN d obal Environnenta
Facility gave RM9 nillion while the Governnent contributed RM4 nillion.
The bal ance cane fromthe Mal aysi an El ectricity Supply I ndustry Trust
Account .

The project will be managed by the centre and at the end of its tenure,
it is estimated that green-house gases will be reduced by 10 per cent.

This (the appeal to the profit notive) is one of two ways the Gover nnent
intends to push industry into adopting green technol ogy, the other being
| egal conpliance

"By havi ng regul ati ons you create conpliance, after that market forces
take over," he says

The centre's ot her mandate i s research on renewabl e energy proj ects.
Thi s cause received a huge boost fromPrime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohaned who announced at the Worl d Renewabl e Ener gy Congr ess
Congress in June that the country desired to expand Mal aysi a's four-fue
policy to include renewabl e energy.

But, discloses Zanzam the centre has already done work on its viability
and has in fact collaborated with three research institutions on several
experimental projects.

For exampl e, the centre had signed a nmenorandum of understanding with
Tenaga Nasi onal Research Devel opnent, Petronas Research and Scientific
Services and SIRIMto devel op, anong ot hers, energy fromsol ar, w nd,
bi omass and phot ovol taic cells.

Sone of these projects are in the shape of biomass - and nuni ci pa
landfill gas-fuelled power plants, which include the testing and pronotion
of electric vehicles.

Zanzamsees a huge potential in harnessing renewabl e energy fromsol ar
and bi onass, especially the latter.

"Bi onass energy, generated fromthe burning of househol d waste, not only
gets rid of garbage but al so provides fuel to generate electricity."

These are reasons why gi ant power utility TNB and national oil conpany
Petronas, like their foreign counterparts, are junpi ng on the renewabl e



ener gy bandwagon.

But can green energy be the sole solution to the world' s inpending
energy crisis? Zanmzam has reservati ons.

He says renewabl e energy is nore suitable to power small and nedi um
i ndustries rather than as repl acenent for the other fuels.

"It is mre to work in tandemrather than to be an outright substitute.”

Zanzamis certain of one thing, though. "The Mal aysi a Energy Centre is
here to stay."

(END)



	Energy-efficient way to bigger profits (NST 10/08/1999)

