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Energy policy reviewto boost industry

Kamar ul Yunus

THE National Energy Policy is being reviewed to incorporate new and
renewabl e energy sources into the existing four-fuel strategy, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad says.

Under the Eighth Ml aysia Plan (2001-2005), appropriate strategies wll
be drawn up to devel op and spur utilisation of sources that will forma
new conponent in the country's energy m x, he said.

"Recurring savings fromenergy efficiency progranmes will also qualify
as renewabl e energy,” Dr Mahathir said at the opening of a four-day Wrld
Renewabl e Energy Congress ' 99 i n Kual a Lunmpur yest erday.

The country's four-fuel strategy - oil, gas, hydro and coal - has been a
bi g success, especially inthe electricity sector as can be seen fromthe
power sector's strong growh over the past two decades, he said.

"Today, the environmental |y friendlier gas accounts for over 70 per cent
of the country's total electricity generation," he said.

However, too much reliance on gas is obviously not wise in the |ong-
term he said.

"W have to fall back on truly renewabl e energy sources such as hydro..
but we cannot get sonmething for nothing," Dr Mahathir said, referringto
the trade-off in terms of the environnent.

Mal aysi a, however, can still afford to develop its hydro power industry
as the country enjoys forest cover of over 70 per cent.

"The actual areas to be cleared woul d not affect this percentage nmuch.
Yet the generaton of electricity is |ess polluting than even gas," he
sai d.

Speaking to reporters later, Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi a has to devel op
its own new and renewabl e energy to keep pace with devel opnents, |ike
advancenents in technol ogy, in the industry.

Take for exanpl e the equi pnent di splayed at the exhibition, held in
conjunction with the congress, he said.

"Today, | was shown a sol ar-powered panel that can light up two bul bs..
a conpl ete set of the panel costs US$100 or RV380. There i s no nore cost
after acquiring it," he said.

There is also a grid-connected sol ar panel systemthat offers great
potential in supplementing power supply during peak hours, the Prine

M ni ster said.

The power generated can be fed into the grid, and is useful for rural

el ectrification projects, for exanple, he added.

On the congress and exhi bition, Dr Mahathir said the events are being
hel d at an opportune tine as the Governnent is undertaking an apprai sal of
the National Energy Policy to devel op a nore sustai nabl e energy system
Earlier in his speech, he said the Mal aysia Energy Centre, which was

| aunched yesterday, is established to pronpte pre-conmmercialisation
denonstration projects

"Concerted and coordi nated efforts rmust be put into notion to begin pre-
conmerci al i sati on denonstration projects to eval uate the econonic
viability and ease of inplenentation of prom sing renewabl e energy

t echnol ogi es, " he said.

Dr Mahat hir said the centre would serve as a bridge between research and
devel oprent, and commerci al i sati on of renewabl e energy t echnol ogi es.

"I't will work with international organisations to build up the necessary
capacity to i npl ement market-oriented renewabl e energy and ener gy



ef ficiency programmes,"” he added.
Mal aysia i s hosting the congress as part of activities organised by the
Worl d Sol ar Programme 1996-2005, an initiative of the Wrld Sol ar
Commi ssi on (WBC), to pronote the devel opnent, adoption and wi der
utilisation of renewabl e energy sources worl dwi de.
The progranmme of fers practical renewabl e energy alternatives, especially
to the rural communities of devel opi ng countries where devel opment of grid
connection is prohibitively expensive.
Dr Mahat hir noted that UN statistics showthat nmore than 2.4 billion
peopl e i n devel opi ng countri es do not have any access to conmmerci al
ener gy.
"Thi s means that al nost 40 per cent of the world' s popul ati on has
i nadequat e energy to neet basi c needs," he said to some 300 participants
of the congress.
Dr Mahathir |ater flagged off the central |eg of the Ml aysian
International Solar Cycle Challenge which is organi sed by Universiti
Teknol ogi Mal aysi a.
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