16 JUN 1999

ENFORCEMENT AGAI NST OPEN BURNI NG STEPPED UP

KUALA LUMPUR, June 16 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad has directed the Departnment of Environment (DOE) to step
up enforcenent neasures agai nst open burning offences in the country.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment M ni ster Datuk Law Hi eng Di ng said
the directive was ainmed at ensuring the good air quality in the country is
mai nt ai ned.

"The air quality is good, there is nothing to worry about,” he told
reporters here today.

He said finding a solution to the probl emof open burning would be on
t he agenda of the one-day Asean Environnent M nisters neeting to be held
here on July 6.

He said his Mnistry also planned to organi se regi onal sem nars towards
achi evi ng zero burning.

The seninars woul d be attended by officers fromthe various Asean
environment mnistries as well as plantation owners in Asean nenber
countries, he added.
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