13/01/ 1999

Enhance sel f-confidence, Foreign Mnistry staff urged

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi urged Foreign Mnistry staff to enhance their self-confidence and
conmmitnent to face challenges as they enter the new mllenni um

He al so renmi nded themthat they nust be prepared to cope with
t echnol ogi cal changes and gl obal i sati on

"There is a need for the mnistry's staff to be disciplined, dedicated,
conmtted and to provide quality services,"” he said in his speech at the
presentation of excellent service awards to 85 enpl oyees for 1995, 1996
and 1997.

Al so present were Deputy Foreign M nister Datuk Dr Leo M chael Toyad,
mnistry's secretary-general Datuk Abdul Kadir Mhamed and seni or
of ficers.

Abdul | ah, the fornmer Foreign M nister, who was naned Deputy Pri me
M ni ster and Home M nister by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad on Friday, also urged the staff to foster the spirit of co-
operation anong the different races.

He descri bed the public sector workers as the backbone of the Governnent
adm ni strati on who nust al so be ready for chall enges posed by the
i nformati on technol ogy era, the Mul ti nedi a Super Corridor and the process
of gl obalisation.

Abdul I ah sai d the inplenentation of the el ectroni c-government concept
woul d al | owt hese workers qui ck access to data and i nformation so t hey
coul d better performtheir tasks

On the country's econom ¢ probl emand the depreciation of the ringgit,
he said it could not be denied that this had affected governnent workers
and the peopl e.

However, he said these probl ems nust be addressed by all quarters and
the public and private sectors must work together to overcone them

"We nmust al so prevent negative attenpts fromthe outside to attack our
country," he said, adding that public sector workers had been given t he
mandat e and trust to serve the country, the people, and to hel p guide the
nati on out of the econom c situation

Abdul | ah said Wsnma Putra had al so been successful in adopting
appropriate actions and strategi es to counter foreign all egati ons agai nst
t he government admi ni strati on and nati onal | eaders.

"Qur diplomats overseas have done their job well by dissem nating the
right kind of information on the actual situation in the country.

"Their efforts have yielded a positive response,” he said.

Abdul | ah expressed confidence that the country woul d be abl e to overcone
t he economnic probl emthrough hard worKk.

On the international front, he said, the mnistry had forged cl oser
rel ati ons anong Asean nmenber countries and others in politics, econom cs,
security, and in the social and cultural fields.

He commended al | parties involved in ensuring Mal aysia's success in
being el ected as a non-pernmanent nenber of the United Nations' Security
Counci | for 1999-2000.

"By obtaini ng the hi ghest nunber of votes, Mal aysi a has received the
recognition of the international community for its "track record' on
pol i cy and di pl omacy, " he said.
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