16 JAN 1999
Abdul | ah- Devel opment
ENSURE PROJECTS ARE COVPLETED BEFORE THE NEW M LLENNI UM SAYS ABDULLAH

KEPALA BATAS, Jan 16 (Bernamm) -- Agencies inplenmenting devel oprment
projects in the country should ensure that projects especially in the rural
areas are not del ayed and carried over into the new nm |l ennium said Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badaw .

"When we enter the new mllennium we hope that there will not be any
del ayed projects and we nust ensure that projects earmarked for a current
year are conmpleted on tine," he said after neeting the people at Kanpung
Rant au Panj ang, here, last night.

Abdul I ah said that the conpletion of all devel opnment projects would
reflect greater capability and comm tnent of the governnent.

As such, he said, the cooperation of the people at all levels
especially in the rural areas was essential because all devel opnent
projects inmplenented were for the people' s well-being.

He said that in line with the government's comitnent to pronote rura
devel opnent, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad had proposed the
setting up of a rural devel oponent task force

Abdul | ah said that Dr Mahat hir had appoi nted hi mas chairman of the
task force which woul d neet soon to activitate its machi nery as soon as
possi bl e.

"When we enter the new mllennium we want the people especially the
rural folk to have a high standard of living," he said.

He said that the governnent woul d never neglect the people in the rura
areas as they were also entitled to benefits of devel opnent.

Abdul | ah said that Dr Mahathir regarded the task force as vital and
want ed devel opnment projects in the rural areas to be inplenented w thout
del ays.

Dr Mahathir, he said, wanted the people in the rural areas to enjoy
progress and efforts nust be nmade to assi st them produce agricultura
products and handicraft that could be marketed to increase their incones.

The deputy prine mnister said that eventhough the rural fol k were not
destitutes, the governnment wanted poverty eradication programes to
continue as there were still people with | ow i ncomes.

As such, efforts nust be made to encourage themincrease their incones
t hrough smal | industri es.

Abdul | ah al so said that the government's efforts to revive the nation's
econony had been successful and the people had been able to maintain their
standard of Iiving.

He said that sone 80,000 Mal aysi ans were reported to have perforned the
unrah in the holy I and the past weeks.

Fel da settlers especially, he said, had nmuch cash as the prices of palm
oi | were inproving.

"Mal aysia i s bl essed event hough sone people say that we are facing
probl ens. Hopefully, things will even be better in future," he said.

Abdul I ah cal l ed on the people to continue giving their support to the
governnent's efforts to revive the econony.

- - BERNAMA

NH RM



	ENSURE PROJECTS ARE COMPLETED BEFORE THE NEW MILLENNIUM, SAYS ABDULLAH (Bernama 16/01/1999)

