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ENSURE BN S VI CTORY FOR CONTI NUED DEVELOPMENT - DR MAHATH R

KEPALA BATAS, July 1 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today
called on the people to ensure Barisan Nasional's (BN) victory in the
com ng general election so that the devel opnent progress and raci al harnony
enj oyed by them coul d be mai nt ai ned.

The Prime Mnister said they nust ensure that a strong governnment
continued to rule the country.

Only the governing BN could forma strong governnent, he said.

"Only the BN can defend the sovereignty of our country. No other party
can do so," he said when speaking at a | eader-with-the-peopl e gathering at
Sekol ah Menengah Guar Perahu, here.

He said if other parties apart fromBN won the polls, they cannot form
a strong governnent capabl e of facing the chall enges ahead.

" If they win, they will bowto foreign powers," said Dr Mahathir, who
is al so BN chairman

Dr Mahathir said supporting other parties would nmean backing the
foreigners in their efforts to re-colonise the country.

He said al though the foreigners deny that they were backi ng opposition
parties or trying to re-colonise this country, it was clear that they were
favouring the opposition as could be seen fromtheir nedia reports.

"Surprisingly, even PAS has gained their support. They supported
parties |ike PAS and Keadi | an because when they becone the country's
| eaders, the governnent in power will be a weak governnment and they can
control easily," he said.

On the contrary, Dr Mahathir said, the BN-Ied governnent coul d protect
the country's sovereignty and ensure undi srupted devel oprent .

He said Mal aysia would rermai n as an i ndependent nation and w t ness much
progress in years to cone if the people gave their undivided support to the
BN.

He said the BN governnent's efforts to tackle the econonic downturn
have yi el ded bi g success despite attenpts by outsiders to weaken the
country and force the governnent to receive their aid only to bow to them

The Prime Mnister said if the governnment had failed to deal with the
econom ¢ downturn effectively, there would certainly be anxiety anong the
peopl e which woul d eventually | ead to chaos as what happened in a
nei ghbouring country.

" If there were serious econom c problens, the people will riot, rob
and sonetimes commit nurders," he said.

In Mal aysia, the governnent strove to strike a balance in the econonic
strength anong the various races but if the efforts failed due to the
econom ¢ downturn, there woul d be uneasi ness anong the races who were stil
poor and they woul d be jeal ous agai nst the race which had prospered, he
sai d.

Dr Mahat hir said al though certain people have orchestrated efforts to
conpel the governnent to accept financial aid fromthe Internationa
Monetary Fund (I MF) to handl e the econom ¢ probl ems, the governnent
| eadership was not easily influenced but instead it did sonme hard thinking
on ways to revive the econony.

The government initiated several unprecedented neasures which resulted
in the quick recovery of the econony, he said.

" W& did not seek help fromforeigners but we did sonething different
fromthe usual neasures to stinulate our econony. The new approaches were



successful proving that we can do it, Ml aysia Boleh," he said.

" Many peopl e who once said that we will be finished and destroyed now
acknow edge that our approaches have saved the country. Now, they are
enul ati ng our ways," he said.

On foreign investnents, Dr Mahat hir said, Ml aysia al ways wel comed
serious foreign investors but not profiteers simlar to those who dabbl ed
in shares.

Serious investors could help rejuvenate Mal aysia's econony by creating
nmore job opportunities for the people, he said.

They al so never neddled in the country's affairs, he said.

On today's gathering, the Prime Mnister said, he was happy to see the
| arge crowd of people who have conme to listen to himdespite the heavy rain
prior to his arrival.

" Their presence in the rain has strengthened ny spirit and renewed ny
determination to further devel op the country under the BN gover nnent
adm ni stration," he added.
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