24/ 04/ 1999
Ensuring success of cleanliness drive

Patri ck Sennyah

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Government will nobilise all departnents and
agencies to ensure the success of the Anti-Msquito and Nationa

Cl eanl i ness Canpai gn

Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng said non-governnental organisations
and vol untary bodi es woul d be asked to formgroups to destroy nosquit o-
breedi ng grounds in their areas.

Speaki ng after receiving contributions totalling RVW1, 749 fromvari ous
organi sations at his office today, he said the canpai gn was part of Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad' s obj ecti ve of seeing cl eanli ness
standards in the country on par or better than European and ot her
devel oped nati ons.

"The success of this canpai gn depends on change anong the people," he
sai d.

He said there were nore than 13,000 mal ari a cases | ast year but no
yel | ow fever cases

He said village committees and Rukun Tet angga groups woul d be asked to
carry out projects to clean up their areas while the Housing and Loca
Governnent and Health ministries would intensify fogging operati ons.

Meanwhi | e, Chua, who is al so a nenber of the Cabi net Comm ttee on
Japanese encephalitis, said there had been no cases of nedi cal personne
providing care for JE and Ni pah patients being infected.

He said the Atlanta-based Center for Di sease Control had enbarked on an
"active-case detention exercise" where bl ood sanpl es of 178 nedi cal
personnel had been taken

"Though t here have been no reported cases anong heal th personnel, we are
not taking chances," he said.

He added that the test results were not ready but were expected soon

"We are still using the anti-viral drug Ribavirin to treat patients
infected with the Nipah virus," he said.
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