17/ 05/ 1999
Rv61m | spent on research, devel opment

Zur ai mi  Abdul | ah

PERUSAHAAN Ot onobi | Nasi onal Bhd has spent RM61 million to date for its
research and devel opnent set up, including RML80 mllion for the recently-
est abl i shed vehi cl e desi gn devel opnent facilities.

"For the present R&D set up, we have invested a total of RM61 mllion,"
Proton chai rman Tan Sri Mbhd Sal eh Sul ong sai d before the Iaunch of Proton
Total Research and Devel oprent facility by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad i n Shah Al am Sel angor on Sat urday.

The five-departnment facility is the final building block that Proton
needs to be a conplete car nmanufacturer. The five departments in the R&D
facility are engi neering design, engineering services, planning, styling,
and honol ogati on.

"Proton R&D facility has the capability to support the full product
devel oprent al process fromstyling to engi neering, prototyping and
testing," Mhd Sal eh sai d.

He said the R&D division now has 300 research personnel, of which 60 per
cent are engi neers engaged i n advanced and appli cati on engi neeri ng works
tied to design, prototyping and test.

"Whil e supporting its own nmanufacturing operations, this R& set-up is
geared towards the creation of intellectual property assets."

Proton is now working with | ocal and overseas research agenci es such as
Pal m G| Research Institute of Malaysia, Mnos Bhd, SirimBhd, Islamc
Uni versity of Ml aysia, Universiti Ml aya, Lotus Engi neering and UK-based
Frazer - Nash.

Mohd Sal eh said the R& facility provides opportunity for access and
busi ness partnership to the vendors, related industries and other parties.

He said facilities such as rapid prototyping and testings could be
utilised for this purpose.

He al so said 10 tier-one vendor conpani es were presently involved in the
desi gni ng of a new Proton nodel

"Even though the vendors have their own R&D establishments, the | atest
facility here woul d assist themto attain high quality and nore precise
desi gns.

He added: "The opportunities for | ocal and overseas parties include
j oi nt devel opment work on Proton's components using indigenious materi al
and | atest technol ogy.™"

G ving an exanmpl e, he said US-based notorcycle specialist Kenny Roberts
had utilised the Proton's rapid prototyping facilities for the devel opnent
of its new design notorcycl e engi ne conponent for the recently-ended 1999
Mal aysi a Motorycle Grand Pri x.

Another facility is a RM30 nmillion enission |aboratory, said to be one
of its kind in Asean.

The facility was recently approved by UK's Road Transport Depart nent
t hrough Vehicle Certification Authority to carry out em ssion testing for
Eur opean bound vehi cl es.

Carrying out emission testing in-house will result in substanti al
savings in terns of devel opnent tinme and cost. Proton previously had to
out-source its emi ssion testing abroad.
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