22/ 01/ 1999

Entry rules for visitors fromlndia, Chinato be rel axed

JOHOR BARU, Thurs. - The Inmigration Department will continue to rel ax
regul ati ons and ease cl earance for visitors, especially fromlndi a and
Chi na.

I mrigration director general Datuk Aseh Che Mat said this was because
the Governnent had identified these two countries as having t he hi ghest
potential for tourismin Ml aysia.

He said visitors fromlndia and China were found to have hi gh purchasi ng
power and conprised a | arge proportion of total tourist arrivals to
Mal aysi a from Sout heast Asi an countri es.

"Mal aysia is attractive to people fromthese two countries as there are
Tam | - and Chi nese- speaki ng peopl e here," he said, noting that tourists
fromlndia were particularly keen on shopping for gold and el ectri cal
itenms in Mal aysia and Si ngapore.

Aseh said tourist arrivals fromlndia and Chi na had increased
significantly over the past year, with the nunber of visitors fromlndia
up from42,000 in 1997 to 60,000 | ast year.

He sai d many entered Mal aysi a via Singapore, either on their own or
t hrough tour groups arranged by tour agents in Singapore.

O the total 60,000 Indian visitors | ast year, 21,000 were said to have
made prior arrangenents to obtain visas to enter Ml aysia from Si ngapore.

"Therefore, it isinmportant for Immgration officers, especially at the
Johor - Si ngapor e Causeway and Second Li nk, to provide courteous and
efficient service and pronpt cl earance to these visitors," he told
reporters after attending a Hari Raya gathering with Immigration staff
fromthe Causeway here today.

Al so present were State I nmigration director Tasni mQ hman and new y-
appoi nt ed seni or assi stant director Badaruddi n Chek, who wi ||l head t he
I mri gration operations at the Causeway.

Earlier in his speech, Aseh said Imrigration officers played a pivotal
role in boosting tourismas they were the first and last to greet visitors
from abr oad.

He urged themto adhere to Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Mhat hir Mhanmad' s
call to provide “service with a snile'.

The courtesy canpai gn, whi ch was | aunched i n Kual a Lunmpur earlier this
month, will be extended to Johor soon.

( END)
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