10/ 02/ 1999
Envi ronmental award open to all industries

Asi ah Buj ang

THE private sector-initiated environnmental award for busi ness and i ndustry
in Mlaysia, the Prime Mnister's Hibiscus Award 1998/1999, will this year
be open to all industries for participation. Since it launching in 1996,
the award was limted to certain sectors only.

Busi ness Counci| for Sustai nabl e Devel oprment i n Mal aysi a ( BCSDM

presi dent Datuk Kok Wee Ki at said the nove is ained at getting nore
participation as response to the award had been slowin the previous
years.

"Previously, only fewindustries were selected to vie for the award but
there were too fewapplications," he saidin Kuala Lunpur yesterday at a
briefing onthe Prime Mnister's Hibiscus Anard 1998/ 1999.

The award i s jointly organi sed by the BSCDM Envi ronnent al Managenent
and Research Associ ation of Mal aysi a, Federation of Ml aysi an

Manuf act urers and Mal aysi an I nternational Chanber of Conmerce and
Industry. It is supported by the Sci ence, Technol ogy and Envi ronnent
Mnistry.

When it was | aunched in 1996, the focus was on the textile, food and
beverages, pul p and paper industries and hotels and resorts. I n 1997, it
was restricted to chem cal, petroleum electrical and el ectroni c sectors
only.

The Hi bi scus Award's Techni cal Teamhead Mari na Yong said smal |l -and

nmedi um si zed i ndustries (SMs) had shied away the | ast two years.

"By opening up the field, it will attract nore industries to take part
other than to make them nore environnental |l y-conscious," she said.

The award was previously known as the "Hi bi scus Award". It was | ater
upgraded to the Prime M nister's Hibiscus Anard after it was approved by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad in June 1998.

The award recogni ses participating organi sations that meet the
assessnment standards set by the organi sing commttee.

Apart fromthat, it is also used to assess a conpany's overall

commi tment to reduce the i nmpact of its operations on the environnent.
The assessment is carried out in two stages. The first stage involves

t he submi ssion of a witten questionnaire by the participating conmpany
whil e the second stage consists of a site visit to obtain a first-hand
under st andi ng of the inplenentation of the conpany's environnent al
managenent .

There are three categories under the award - the Prime Mnister's

Hi bi scus Award for Not abl e Achi evenent i n Environnental Performance, the
Prime Mnister's Hibiscus Award for Exceptional Achievenent in

Envi ronment al Perfornmance and the Prine Mnister's Hibiscus Award for
Excel | ent Achi everrent i n Envi ronnental Perfornance.

Wnners will be awarded a pl aque and certificate of participation,
eligibility tousethe award's | ogo for publicity purposes, recognition as
an exenpl ary organi sation and a 20 per cent discount for course fees for
one envi ronnental protection programme fromeach of the organisers.

In addition, there is al so an Annual Chal |l enge Trophy which wi |l be
awarded to t he partici pati ng conpany wi th the hi ghest performance for the
year.

The award presentation cerenony will be held in Novermber 1999.

Partici pating conpanies will be placed under the | arge enterprise or the
smal | and medi um scal e i ndustry categori es.



Those under the | arge enterprise category nust have nore than 150 full-
ti me enpl oyees and an annual turnover exceeding RV25 nillion.

Whi | e those under the SM category are conpanies with | ess than 150

enpl oyees and an annual sal es turnover not exceeding RM5 million.
Participating feeis RML, 500 for | arge enterprises and RM300 for SMs.
In 1996, Motorola Sungei Way was awarded t he chal | enge trophy while
Nest| e Foods Sdn Bhd in Shah Al am and Shangri-la's Rasa Sayang i n Penang
jointly won the 1997 award.
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