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ENVOY CALLS FOR END TO NEGATI VE VI EW5 OF MALAYSI A

By: Neville D Cruz

MELBOURNE, Sept 12 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia's H gh Conmm ssioner to
Australia Datuk Adnan G hman | ast night called on foreigners and the
foreign press to cease giving negative views of Ml aysia.

Speaki ng at a Mederka Day di nner at the Ml aysi an- owned Eden on the
Park Hotel here, Adnan said Mal aysia, under the |eadership of Prime
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, had proved critics of its economc
measures wong and they should accept it.

"W have restored confidence, and our recovery is robust,"” he said.

"The (capital) controls have been successful because, anobng ot her
things, it was a soft system not draconian.

"Or course, we cannot convince all sceptics. At |east our approach has
brought about a recovery wi thout saddling future generations with huge
debts to the I MF."

Adnan said the present positive indicators augur well for the future of
t he Mal aysi an econony.

"It is not an exaggeration to say that Malaysia is finally out of the
recession and that recovery will gain monentum | hope it would put an end
to any negative views that foreigners and the foreign press nay have of the
country," he said.

The popul ar Hi gh Comni ssi oner quoted Clyde Prestowitz, president of the
Washi ngt on- based Economi ¢ Strategy Institute, who said that despite the bad
press, Ml aysia was the best story conpared with its neighbours in the
regi on.

Adnan urged Australian investors to grab the many busi ness
opportunities that were available in Ml aysia, especially in engineering,
transport, healthcare, agro-based products, manufacturing and i nformation
technol gy sectors, particularly in software joint ventures in the
Mul ti medi a Super Corri dor

The di nner here last night, organised by the Australia-Ml aysia
Busi ness Council (AMBC) was attended by about 230 people. AMBC dinners in
Bri shane was attended by 520 peopl e and Adel ai de by 350 nenbers and
friends.
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