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Li ng- Avi ati on
M SI A WLL CONTI NUE LI BERALI SATI ON POLI CY ON Al R TRANSPORT | NDUSTRY

KUALA LUMPUR, March 16 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will continue to pursue
its liberalisation policy to enhance accessibility by actively establishing
more |iberal air services agreements and traffic rights arrangenents with
ot her countries.

Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said Ml aysia would
al so continue to | ay enphasis on the devel opnent of facilities and
infrastructure necessary to support the growth of the air transport
i ndustry.

"Particularly, attention will be given to addressing success factors
and | ong-range plans to neet the requirenents of the air transport
i ndustry," he said when opening the two-day Asia-Pacific Regional Aviation
conference which started here today.

"I amconfident that the underlying strengths of the Ml aysi an econony
in particular will see us through and | renmain optimstic about the future
of the air transport industry in Ml aysia," Ling said.

Hi s speech was read out by his deputy Datuk Dr |brahi m Saad.

Li ng said, even during the econom c downturn, the aviation industry in
Mal aysia still chal ked up sone i npressive achi evenent, citing the
successful conpletion of the new gateway KL International Airport (KLIA) in
the middl e of |ast year.

"Again on Dec 1 1998, our Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
officially launched the export of the first Aerotiga or SVE MD3-160
aircraft to Anerica

"Qur achi evenents have been made possi bl e because of our hard work,
dedi cation and professionalism Mre inportantly, they are the results of
the cooperation and smart partnershi ps between the public and the private
sector and this nmust be intensified in the coming years," he added.

Ling said, the International Air Transport Association (lIATA) forecasts
that international schedul ed passanger nunbers are anticipated to grow by
an average annual growmh rate of 5.5 per cent between 1998 and 2002.

Meanwhi | e for South East Asia, the average annual growh rate is 4.4
per cent while for the South Pacific it is 4.3 per cent.

"The | ower growth figures are primarily due to the inpact of the
financial crisis on operations,” he said.

Al so present at the function was Mal aysia Airlines Executive Vice
Presi dent Dat uk Bashir Ahnmad.
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