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M SI A TO SHARE EXPERI ENCE | N ECONOM C EMPONERVENT AT SAI D 99

By: Miin Abdul Mjid

VI CTORI A FALLS (Zi nmbabwe), Oct 1 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia will share its
experience in econom c enpowernent with African countries at the Third
Southern Africa International Dial ogue 1999 (SAID 99) begi nning here on
Sunday.

SAI D 99 Joint Executive Goup chairman Tan Sri Dr Omar Abdul Rahman
said today that this was in line with the theme of this year's dial ogue
"Econoni ¢ Enpower nent Through Smart Partnership”.

"This is very inportant for the participating countries as they will be
abl e to exchange i deas on how to provide nore opportunities for their
people in order to be better off economically so as to fulfill their
i ndependence, " he told Mal aysi an journalists here.

Dr Omar, who is Science Advisor to the Prime Mnister, said three
sessions woul d be devoted to issues related to econom c enpower nent where
Mal aysia would be able to relate its efforts in enpowering its people,
especi ally t he Bum put er as.

These will include the New Econom ¢ Policy and the various progranmres
undert aken by MARA

He said the Mal aysi an del egation to be led by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad, woul d be sending a so-called "econoni c enpower nent
teant conprising senior officials of Mara and the | npl enentation
Coordi nation Unit of the Prime Mnister's Departnent.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to arrive here tonorrow.

"The teamwi |l informthe participants how Mal aysia's econom c
enpowermnent is carried out by way of well-planned programmes and policies
through the smart partnership concept between the governnent, the private
sector and other rel ated bodi es.

"The objective is to enable Ml aysia to become a nodel for them one
whi ch they can adjust to suit each individual country,” he said.

He said the teamwoul d rel ate how economi ¢ enpower nent was done in
Mal aysi a i ncl udi ng enhanci ng skills, providing business opportunities,
extendi ng financi al assistance and finding the markets for products.

SAID 99 will be officially opened by Zi nbabwe President Robert Migabe
on Sunday night at the Elephant Hills Intercontinental Hotel in this resort
teeming with tourists attracted by the magnificent 1.7kmwi de Victoria
Fal | s.

At Victoria Falls, the Zanmbezi River plunges 100 netres into the
Zambezi gorge and up to five mllion cubic netres of water falls every
m nute. Explorer David Livingstone gave the falls its present nane in 1855.

The falls is also known as "Msi oa Tunya" - or The Snoke that
Thunders.

Dr Orar Said said Mal aysia woul d al so be sending a three-nenber
"economni c recovery team nmade up of Bank Negara deputy governor Datuk Zeti
Akhtar Aziz, Securities Conm sion chairman Ali Kadir and Danaharta chi ef
Azman Yahya.

He said they woul d brief del egates about neasures taken by Malaysia to
turn around its econony battered by the Asian financial and economc crisis
whi ch started in 1997.

The three-day dialogue will be attented by the heads of state and
governnent of menbers of the Southern Africa Devel opment Conmunity ( SADC),
Ghana, Uganda, Kenya and Ml aysi a, Angol a, Botswana, Congo, Seychelles,
South Africa, Swazil and, Tanzani a, Zanbi a and Zi nbabwe.



Dr Orar said one of the nbst tangible benefits of SAID so far was that
t he heads of governnment concerned had devel opd cl oser rapport with each
ot her and could sit down and discuss matters in a frank manner.

"If this can be followed up by nore econonmic activities, the dial ogue
woul d bring real benefits to this region," he added.

The first SAID was held in Kasane, Botswana in 1997 foll owed by the
second edition in Swakoprmund, Nami bia last year. It is nodelled after the
Langkawi I nternational D al ogue (LID).

SAID 99 is co-organi zed by the governments, business and | abour | eaders
of SADC with the assistance of the Commobnweal th Partnership for Technol ogy
Managenent, of which Dr Ormar is the chairman.
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