27/ 08/ 1999
It's now Universiti Teknol ogi Mara

Kamar ul Yunus

AFTER 43 years of existence and several nane changes, Institut Teknol ogi
Mara (I TM is now a university.

However, its existing function to provide privileges for Bumi puteras to
pursue hi gher education at its canpus renains.

Announci ng thi s yesterday, Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad
sai d the Governnment has accorded university status to | TMas recognition
of its dynam c progress and the high | evel of achievenent of its

educati onal programmes.

"Actually, it (upgrade to university status) is already | ong overdue. It
(the new status) is al so because | TM has expanded and many of its
graduat es have achi eved success.

"I TMpl ays an i mportant function in the country's devel opnent," Dr

Mahat hir tol d newsnen after addressing a "prem er gathering" of sone

15, 000 students and graduates of | TMin Shah Al amyesterday.

The Prime M nister explained that a proposal to upgrade | TMinto a
university-status institute was subnmitted to the Governnent during its
early years but was not approved as the Governnent then was not in the
position to do so.

On whether the fees for | TMstudents will be increased foll ow ng the
upgradi ng of the status, Dr Mahathir said Education M ni ster Datuk Seri
Naji b Abdul Razak will look intoit.

But he stressed that the Government will nmake sure that qualified
students will not be deprieved of proper education. "This is why |
stressed during nmy speech earlier that it is inmportant for I TMto maintain
di pl oma courses," he said.

In his speech earlier, Dr Mahathir said | TMwas initially establishedto
of fer di pl oma courses in viewof the inportance to devel op the Buni putera
soci ety.

"I TMis uni que conpared to ot her universities and colleges in terns of
its responsibility in building up the Bumi putera society,"” he said,
likening the situation to a boat with its crew and capt ai n.

"I'n a boat, there nust be a crew and a captain. Not everyone can be
captain of the ship. If everyone wants to be a captain, there will be
chaos.

"Thus, universities should not just offer degrees but nust al so conti nue
to provide diploma courses. If not, everyone will be clever and wants to
be a captain or even a prinme mnister," he said.

At present, 70 per cent of ITMcourses are of diploma level, while the
remai ni ng 30 per cent are degree and naster programmes.

Najib later told reporters that the Governnent will anmend the | TM Act
(Arendrent) 1976 in line with the accordance of university status to the
institute.

"This will be done in the next Parlianent session," he said, adding that
ITMwi I | fromnow be known as Universiti Teknol ogi Mara.

| TMwas established in 1965 (see CORRECTI ON above) as a training

chanber (dewan | ati han) for the Rural Industrial Devel opment Authority
(Rida). Later that year, it becane Maktab Mara and two years | ater the
name was changed to Institut Teknol ogi Mara.

| TM has grown by | eaps and bounds. Fromnerely 20 students studying at
the Rida training chanber, | TM has now produced nore t han 143, 000
graduates in various professions.



Earlier, Dr Mahat hir | aunched t he Yayasan Budi man | nt ekma, a foundati on
set up by former | TMstudents, enpl oyees and of ficial s.
DRB- H COM chai rman Tan Sri Sal eh Sul ong was appoi nt ed chai rman of the
foundati on, and Kual a Lunmpur St ock Exchange presi dent Datuk Mohd Sal | eh
Abdul Majid his deputy.
The Prime M nister al so received donations worth some RWA75, 000 from
various organi sati ons and i ndi vi dual s on behal f of Yayasan Budi nan
I nt ekna.
Dr Mahathir presented the "Tokoh I TM Al umi " to four recipients during
the function. Besi des Sal eh and Mohd Sal | eh, the other two recipients of
t he award are Am mHol di ngs Sdn Bhd sal es general manager Ai shah Ahmad and
FA Peni nsul ar Bhd managi ng di rect or Dat uk Mohd Fasri Sansudi n.
On suggesti ons made by t he Bari san Nasi onal Youth that the Gover nment
anend the Universities and Col |l eges Act, the Prine Mnister said the
Government will look intoit.
"What is inportant is that students who are given places in such
institutes of higher |earning should concentrate on their studies rather
than be i nvolved in other activities, including politics.
"They shoul d concentrate on their studies to gain nore know edge on
certain areas," the Prime M nister said.
| TM Rect or Datuk Prof Dr Ahmad Zai dee Laidin said the Governnent is
expected to spend about RML. 2 billion for the devel opnent of | TMfor the
next five years. This includes the proposed devel opnent of branch canpuses
i n Sel angor and Pahang.
He added that I TMw || negotiate with other |l ocal universities to
provi de places for its students to study nedi ci ne and dentistry.
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