27 JAN 1999
Mahat hir - Sal ary
ESTATE WORKERS TURN TO DR M TO RESOLVE MONTHLY SALARY DI SPUTE

KUALA LUMPUR, 27 Jan (Bernama) -- The Estate W rkers' Support Conmittee
today appealed to Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to
intervene to resolve the protracted nonthly pay dispute for plantation
wor kers.

Its spokesman S. Arutchelvan also called on Dr Mahathir to enact | aws
to ensure enployers paid nonthly salary for estate workers.

The conmittee, which he claimed represented workers from 200 estates in
Peni nsul ar Mal aysi a except Terengganu, also wi shed to neet Dr Mahathir to
di scuss the issue,

The conmittee had | ost confidence with the National Union of Plantation
Workers (Nupw) and the Human Resources Mnistry over the nonthly wage
di spute and wanted Dr Mahathir to intervene, he told a nedia conference,
her e.

A vast majority of estate workers were di sappointed with the recent
col l ective agreenent signed between Nupw and the Ml aysi an Agricultura
Producers' Association (Mapa) which gave a pay rise of RML. 10 a day, he
sai d.

Equating the RML. 10 salary hike to the present price of a coconut, he
described the CA as a betrayal of the estate workers' interests.

Arut chel van sai d al t hough under the CA, the workers daily wages rose to
RML1. 50, their actual salary for a day was only RVB. 30 after taking into
account the current consumer price index.

The new CA also did not fulfil the estate workers' demand to be paid
monthly pay with a fair and just salary schene, he said.

He said Nupw and Mapa representatives who signed the CA often quoted
percentage figures when announci ng sal ary hi kes to confuse the workers.

"When the workers conpare their RML. 10 salary hike with the increase in
cococnut and chicken prices, they realise that the agreed upon salary rise
was a big betrayal to their interests,” he added.
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