26/ 02/ 1999

Estate workers may all be paid nonthly salaries

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Since |last nmonth, nmore than 1, 500 workers in the 15
estates owned by the National Land Fi nance Co-operative Society Ltd were
paid nonthly salaries instead of daily wages, M C president Datuk Seri S.
Sany Vel lu said.

This new sal ary node is being put on trial before the systemis
i mpl ement ed nati onwi de.

He said the new sal ary node was di scussed at the Cabi net neeting
yesterday and t he Human Resources M nistry was asked to consider
i npl ementing it.

"However Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad proposed a si x-
month trial period before inplementingthe system" said Sany Vel lu, who
is Wrks Mnister, after chairing the MC s central working comittee
neeting here today.

"W will wait for the progress report and rectify any shortcom ngs
encount ered before the nonthly sal ary systemi s i npl enent ed nati onw de, "
he said.

It has been reported that estate workers currently earn a daily wage
that amount to between RM60 and RVB12 a nonth. This is bel owthe RW50
poverty |line set by the governnent.

Sany Vel lu al so said the Health M nistry had been asked, during the
Cabi net neeting, to come up with a standard exani nation format for
students who had conpl eted their nedical studies in unrecognised coll eges
or universities overseas.

At present these students sit for the exam nations set by Universiti
Mal aya, Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysi a and Uni versiti Sai ns Mal aysi a but
their syllabus are not the sane.
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