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ESTATES NEED TO | NFORM GOVERNMENT BEFORE RETRENCHI NG WORKERS

ALOR SETAR, July 21 (Bernamm) -- Estate nanagenents have been asked to
informthe state governnent if they intend to retrench any of their
wor kers, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid said.

He said such notice would enable the state governnment to discuss with
the estate managenents before hand any probl ens which m ght be faced by the
estate workers who were to be retrenched.

"I feel discussions should be held with the estate managenents if they
intend to terminate the services of their workers, especially in cases of
mass retrenchrment," he told reporters after chairing an Exco neeting here
t oday.

He di scl osed this when asked to comment on the retrenchment of 450
workers by three plantation conpanies in the state since early this year

Sone of the retrenched workers had faced accomodati on probl ens
following the ternmination of their services, altough they received
appropri ate conpensation fromthe estate nmanagenents.

At the nonent, the retrenched workers were still staying in the
wor kers' quarters of the respective estates. The estates concerned are
Ketunbar Estate and Kual a Ketil Estate in Baling and Victoria Estate in
Padang Serai .

Sanusi said the problem had now been brought to his attention and he
had directed State Exco for Public Wrks and Human Resources Dat uk V.
Saravanan to resol ve the probl em

Meanwhi | e, commenting on the speech by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad who appeared to be appealing to the voters to support
Bari san Nasional (BN) lately, Sanusi said that was the style of the Ml ays.

"W have to appeal and cannot force themto vote for us...so | don't
see anyt hing wrong," he added.
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