12/ 09/ 1999
Everyone nmust ensure F1 race at Sepang i s a success

Ahmad A Talib
WAN and Syah joined their father to see the Proton 300km Merdeka race at
the Sepang F1 G rcuit about two weeks ago.

They were quite excited because the newspapers had been hyping up the
event, especially with the forthcom ng mai n event in m d-Cctober.

The two boys had seen a similar race before. It was in 1997 and at the
Shah Alamcircuit. It was quite exciting and the snmell of racing fuel and
t he deaf ening sound of | oud exhausts added to the general atnosphere.

So the two boys were quite happy to join their dad who's not into car
raci ng but a nodest car enthusiast nonet hel ess.

They encountered a smal | probl emwhen they reached the circuit -
parking. Their dad was given a car park sticker marked B. But the car park
boys | ed themto several places before an inforned attendant sai d car
stickers marked B are for the paddock area.

It woul d be a good idea that car park attendants be fully briefed on
their duties and given sonme general information not just about the car
park facilities but about the whole event as well.

| can't imagine what first time visitors to our world-class circuit
woul d feel and coment if we can't get our parking attendants to show
sinpl e directions.

This may seema very petty i ssue to sone, but the country's pride could
very wel |l be at stake here. Havi ng won accl ai mfor our excell ent staging
of the Commonweal th Ganes | ast year, the world woul d expect anot her
brilliant affair this tine around. In fact, Ml aysians too expect no | ess.

The F1 race is both a notorsport and busi ness, big busi ness. RM300
mllion was spent to make the track, and all eyes are wat chi ng us, near
and far.

When the National Stadiumin Bukit Jalil was built for Sukom 98, there
wer e | oud voi ces too but the successful staging of the Ganes drowned t hem

| suppose its the same with our Sepang circuit. If the notor racing
fraternity had acknow edged the circuit as truly world class, thenthis
nust be backed by excell ent service and facilities.

The race itself will be organised by the race experts, which nmeans that
we can't be faulted shoul d anyt hi ng go wong.

But on our part, we need to put up a grand showto tell the notorsport
bosses that we're nore than able to provide support services for the world
event. In staging a world event, nothing should be | eft to chance. Part of
its continued success woul d depend on first inpressions.

One shoul d take a | eaf fromDatuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad' s managenent
style. The Prime M ni ster pays neticul ous attention to detail, as was
denonstrat ed when the construction of the Petronas Twin Towers was in
progress. Dr Mahathir would visit the construction site often to make sure
that everything nmet his exacting standards.

He did the sane thi ng when Mal aysi a hosted the Apec Summit | ast year
I"mtold he visited Cyberl odge several tines to make sure that everything,
and t hat neans everything, was in place. Cyberl odge was the venue for the
retreat for Apec | eaders and the country's CEO wanted to nake sure that
all expectations were net.

Wel | before next nonth's big show, we've won praises for the Sepang
circuit. Suzuki's Kenny Roberts (500cc rider) gave the thunbs up, as did
worl d Formul a One chanpi on M ka Hakki nen. | npressed, Hakki nen said the
circuit "is one of the best inthe world." Hi s viewis shared by Lord



Ast or of Hever, the president of Britain's Motorsports
I ndustries/ Associ ation, who visited the circuit in October | ast year.

Agai nst such hi gh praise, surely nuch i s expected of us, the service
provi der. As was the case with Sukom' 98, everyone of us were behind the
Ganes to nake it a success. It was everyone's duty to nmake a difference
with the Games, and we di d.

It's nodifferent this time around. We've done it before, and we can do
it again. | hope that the people behind the F1 nmai n event are not
di scouraged by the recent spate of mild controversy surroundi ng the Proton
Mer deka Race.

The people of Proton may justifiably feel alittle upset since the event
carries their name. But I'msure that thisis all part of our |earning
curve as we fast-track into the glanmorous world of F1 racing.

But what's this | hear of alocal top rider who is said to have posed in
the nude for a foreign magazi ne.

Wearing only his vanity and carrying a tyre to help himflex his wiry
muscl es, the racer clained that he goes to the gymsix tinmes a week as
part of his keep-fit regime. That part of it is really good for others to
follow, but posing inthe raw? Well, that's another matter.
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