25/ 10/ 1999

Exam nati on questions that smack of negative political undertones

ALOR STAR, Sun. - "Prem se One: If Anwa Brahimenters the | ock-up, he will
be poi soned. Premi se Two: Anwa Brahi menters the | ock-up. What is the
concl usi on?"

Thi s was anong t he questions allegedly set for FormFour students at
Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Jabi by the sanme mat henatics teacher who i s
under fire for setting simlar questions for his FormFive students.

The questions were set to test the students' ability to make | ogical
deductions (penaakul an mantik). It is part of the FormFour mat hemati cs
syl | abus.

Several FormFour students nmet outside the school today clai ned t hat
t hey were surprised when gi ven questi ons whi ch had political undertones,
in particular the mention of the case of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

These questions were set in a nonthly test in August and this nonth.

The 42-year-old teacher's "political" questions first cane to |ight |ast
week when Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad brought it up to illustrate his
poi nt about teachers sowing hatred in the classroom

The Prime M nister had nmentioned the questions set for FormFive
students. Those questions had used t he nanmes of politicians and figures
linked to the Governnent.

The teacher, who i s now under investigation by the State Education
Department, clained that he did it as a joke.

Kedah Educati on Departnent director Hassan Hashi msai d he woul d wait for
the Sijil Pel ajaran Mal aysi a exam nation to be over before taking action
agai nst the teacher.

He said the departnment wanted to avoid a situation which could
j eopardi se the students' preparation for the examni nati on.

According to the students who spoke to reporters today, the teacher al so
told themto regard the questions as a joke when they questi oned him

The students, all of whomrefused to give their names to reporters,
wote fromnmenory four questions allegedly set by the teacher.

They di d not have copies of the test papers which they said were
returned to the teacher after the test.

The questions were:

* Prem se One: If Ali supported Barisan Najis, he would be conmtting a
sin.

* Premise Two: Ali supported the Alternative.

Conclusion: ............

* Premise One: ............

* Premi se Two: Det becane the | eader.

Concl usi on: W support WAn Azi zah.

* Prem se One: |If Anwa Brahimcomes to the office late, Zizan Bakar is a
truthful wtness.

* Prem se Two: Anwa Brahi mcomes to the office early.

Conclusion: ............

About 20 reporters waited outside the school gates in the hope of
nmeeting the teacher as well as the school principal Azizah Sal am

It is believed that the headni stress held a staff neeting this norning,
but she refused to speak to reporters.

Reporters were | ater inforned by other teachers that the nmat henatics
teacher had | eft the school via the back gate.

Attenpts to interviewFormFive students al so fail ed. They were supposed



to have taken the day of f after attending a three-day notivation canp
whi ch ended yest erday.

Several policenen were al so seen at the school. Kota Star police chi ef
Assi st ant Conmi ssi oner Hussai n Bapoo sai d policemen fromthe Langgar
police station were depl oyed to the school since norning.

State Crinminal Investigation Department chief Assistant Comm ssioner
Abdul Jal al Mohd Yunus sai d police had not received any report agai nst the
t eacher.

In Bukit Mertajam Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi today said: "Disciplinary action nust be taken against him"

Abdul | ah sai d besi des the Educati on M nistry, the rel evant authorities
shoul d ascertain the type of action to be taken agai nst hi mincl udi ng for
sedi tion.

I n Sungai Petani, Umo supremne council nmenber Datuk Seri Rafi dah Aziz
cal l ed the teacher an Opposition fanatic.

"We in BNonly tell our children of the things Pas shoul d not have done
... W do not ask themto hate Ni k Azi z (Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk N k
Abdul Aziz Nik Mat)."

In Kota Baru, State Umo |iai son chief Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah sai d
civil servants shoul d not take advant age of the Governnent's |iberal and
tolerant outl ook to indulge in anti-Governnent's activities.

"1 think our Governnent is |liberal, never had it taken drastic action
against its enployees ..."

I n Ranau, Chief M nister Datuk Osu Sukamsai d the teacher's acti on was
i rresponsi bl e.
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