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KUALA LUMPUR, June 28 (Bernama) -- South Africa' s excellent
relationship with Malaysia will continue despite the change in the
country's |l eadership, its outgoing H gh Comm ssioner to Mal aysia, Miite
Em |y Mohal e sai d today.

She sai d Thabo Mieki who succeeded South Africa's first black president
Nel son Mandel a | ast week, had enphasi sed his preference for continuity
i nstead of overhauling the governnent's donestic and foreign policies.

"Bot h Mandel a and Moeki belong to the ANC (African National Congress).
There's no Mandel a policy or Mieki policy but it's ANC policy," Mbhale said
in an interview here today as she ends her four-year stint in Ml aysia
t onor r ow.

She was al so accredited as South Africa's non-resident ambassador to
the Philippines and Brunei during her stay here.

Wi | e acknowl edgi ng that the excellent bilateral ties were largely due
to the close relationship between Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad and Mandel a, Mohal e said she was confident it would continue to
grow under Mboeki's | eadership.

The close rel ationship was evident when Dr Mahathir was anong the first
foreign dignitaries to visit Mandela after the latter was rel eased from
prison in 1990, 27 years after being sent to jail for his fight against
aparthied rule in his country.

She said Moeki, who visited Ml aysia during the Conmonweal th Ganmes | ast
year in his capacity as deputy president then, had met Dr Mahathir then and
al so on several previous occasions and had reconfirnmed the continuity of
the special ties between both countries and their | eaders.

Mohal e said the close ties between both Ml aysia and South Africa was
evident in the frequent exchange of visits by Mandel a and Dr Mahathir as
wel |l as by alnost all the senior mnisters fromeach country.

She said the relationship reached its best during her tenure as the
country's first H gh Comni si oner here after aparthied.

"Qur ties goes back to the days of Prinme M nister Tunku Abdul Rahman
and ANC | eaders such as Chief Albert Luthuli and diver Tanbo. So | cane
here to formalise the relationship and not normalise it," said the nother
of four children.

The cl ose rel ationship between the two countries had opened up busi ness
opportunities with Ml aysia now being the third biggest foreign direct
investor in South Africa after the United States and Britain, with
i nvestnent of RMA.5 billion

Mohal e said trade between the two countris had reached the RV billion
mark but four tines in favour of Mal aysi a.

Ways were being found to reduce the gap, she added.

She said the South African business commnity was encouraged to | ook
for opportunities here.

Consul ars had been appointed in Pul au Pinang and Sarawak for that
pur pose, she said.

To enhance busi ness cooperation, the first Ml aysia-South Africa
Busi ness Forumtook place in Sun Gty during Dr Mahathir's visit there in
1995 whil e the second was hel d here when Mandel a visited KL two years
|l ater.

Mohal e said the econom c slowdown in the region had to a certain extent
af fected Malaysia's investnment in her country but |arge corporations |like



Petronas, Tel ekom Mal aysia and Country Heights still maintain their
pr esence.

Petronas conpl eted the acquisition of an entire equity interest in
Engen Ltd of South Africa for US$890 nillion |ast year, Country Heights
devel oped the Pecanwood resort near Johannesburg whil e Ml aysi an
busi nessman Dat uk Sansudi n Abu Hassan was one of the biggest individua
i nvestors there.

Mohal e said one of the areas that South Africa was turning for
Mal aysia's expertise was in its privatisation programmes and invited
compani es here to take part in sectors like forestry, energy and
transportati on.

"South Africa registered a two percent growh in the first quarter of
the year. This is sonething we didn't dreama year ago...this adds
confidence to the new governnent," she said.

Besi des that, she said Malaysia's succesful effort to raise the
standard of living of its Bum putras under the National Econom c Policy had
caught the eyes of her governnent.

"Mal aysia's privatisation progranmmes had brought out people who are not
in the mai nstream of the econony. W are planning a programme simlar to
ASN (Amanah Saham Nasi onal) for the Black community and it will be | aunched
soon," she sai d.

She said as the relationship in the past had over-enphasi sed on
busi ness, they are now | ooking at different areas |ike education, science
and technol ogy, cultural and tourismsectors as well as exchange of
expertise in sports.

At the nonent, South African students were at the Universiti Tel ekom
and the International Islamc University.

"W can conpl enent each other. We are a bit advanced in technol ogy and
can offer transfer of technol ogy," she said.

Mohal e sai d anot her potential area in strengthening the relationship
was in culture and tourism

Mal aysia Airlines flies four tines a week to Johannesburg and Cape Town
and this could be further exploited and i nproved, she added.

"At present Ml aysians go where MAS flies but they are | ooking at other
pl aces too now. Qur tourists, on the other hand, are inpressed with
Langkawi , Mel aka, Penang and Sar awak," she sai d.

South Afrca's world class players in rugby and cricket, Mhale said
were willing to help Malaysia while at the same tinme her country was
| ooki ng for assistance to devel op badm nton and hockey.

Mohal e said she was sad to | eave Mal aysia after such a nenorabl e
four-year stay in the country.

"My children and | are going to miss the friendly Ml aysi an people, the
food and the different cultural activities. We will definitely mss the
I ndian food as well as the Mal ay beef rendang and nasi goreng as well as
the Chinese fried rice and steaned fish," she said.

Mbhal e, who had been to all the states in Mal aysia except Perlis, said
one of her regrets was not being able to visit Sarawak's Milu Caves and
hoped to cone back to fulfil her w sh

Mohal e, one of the 20 South African wonen heads of diplonmatic m ssions,
said she was likely to be posted to another Asian country.

During her tenure, Mohal e said every Ml aysi an gover nnent agency had
given its full est cooperati on and nade her job easier.

"I was very fortunate...| canme to the right country at the right tine
and Malaysia will remain in my mnd for along tine. It was splendid...,"
she sai d.
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