30/ 09/ 1999
Exci tement over neeting Dr Mahathir in New York

Zainul Arifin in New York
THE | ast tinme Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad was i n New
York, was three years ago.

Si nce then much social, political and econoni cal devel opnents have taken
place in the country.

As aresult, there was a general excitenent over Dr Mahathir neeting
with the Mal aysian comunity in the New York area.

More than 200 peopl e canme to the standing roomonly event at the
Mal aysian M ssion to the United Nati ons on Tuesday to hear his tal k about
events back hone that they have foll owed earnestly fromafar

The Prinme Mnister was here to attend the United Nations Genera
Assenbl y.

At the neeting, he took the opportunity to address several issues,

i ncl udi ng updating t he audi ence on the nation's econonic situation and the
efforts undertaken to resol ve the probl ens caused by the regi ona
financial crisis.

Dr Mahat hir said apart fromaffecting the country's riches and
resources, what the financial crisis had caused was the unravelling of
nost of the work done in restructuring society, especially effortsto
address the econoni c i nbal ance between t he races.

For example, a large portion of the gains nmade by the Bum puteras since
the inpl ementati on of the New Economic Policy close to 30 years ago have
been negated, and nowthe country had to do it all over again.

The Prime M nister also briefed the audi ence on his decisionto renove
his former deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim an act that was necessary when
he had evi dence that Anwar was norally unfit to | ead the nation

Answering a question fromthe floor, he said, while he believed that
nmor e and nor e peopl e believed that his action was right, Ml aysi ans have
the right to believe what they wanted.

For exanpl e, he believed no anpbunt of explaining or evidence could
convi nce staunch supporters of Anwar on the validity of his action

On the al | eged poi soning clai mby Anwar, Dr Mahat hir said the question
woul d be answered soon when the results of |aboratory tests done both at
honme and abroad were out.

I f i ndeed Anwar was poi soned, it would be revealed in the tests done on
his hair and nail sanples.

Dr Mahat hir al so comment ed on t he deci sion of the Malaysian judiciary to
jail Far Eastern Econom c Review s Kual a Lunmpur bureau chi ef Mirray
Hi ebert for contenpt.

He said the courts found Hiebert guilty and subsequently sentenced hi m
to six weeks jail.

Dr Mahathir said it was ironic that those who protested Hi ebert's
jailing, were rather silent when t housands were bei ng murdered and chased
out of the hones in places all over the world.

In the hour-long session, the Prine Mnister al so answered questions on
various topics, including the protection of the environnent, drug abuse
and the rol e of Mal aysi ans abr oad.

He rem nded Mal aysi an | ivi ng abroad, especially forner students who did
not return, to cone hone. Their tal ents are needed back hone, he said.
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