14/ 12/ 1999
| sa, Exco nmenbers sworn in

Kamar ul zaman Sal | eh; R Sittanparam

KUALA PI LAH, Mon. - Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohamad | sa Abdul Samad and 10
St at e Executive Council menbers took their oath of office before the Yang
di - Pertuan Besar of Negri Semnbilan Tuanku Jaafar at |stana Besar Seri
Menanti here today.

Wth his appoi ntnent as Menteri Besar for the fifth consecutive term
from 1982, Mhanad Isa is now the | ongest-serving chief executive of a
Stat e Gover nnent.

After Mohamad Isa, who is six-termLinggi Assenbl yman, took his oath of
of fice before the Yang di-Pertuan Besar, the Exco nenbers were sworn in.

Fi ve Exco nenmbers fromthe previous line-up were returned to their
posts.

They are Datuk Lilah Yasin (Serting-Umo), Datuk Darus SalimBulin
(Johol -Umo), Datuk Shansul Bahari Mat (Kl awang-Umo), Datuk \Waad Mansor
(Genencheh-Umo), and Datuk Dr Yeow Chai Thi am (Lukut - MCA).

The new faces in the |line-up are Zakaria Nordi n (Arpangan- Umo),

Nor hayati Omar (Pilah-Umo), Peter Lai Yit Fee (N lai-MCA), T. Rajagopalu
(Jeram Padang-M C), and Datuk Wo Ah Lek (Senawang- Ger akan).

In his speech before the swearing-in cerenony, Tuanku Jaafar
congrat ul at ed Mohanmad | sa and t he Exco nenbers for their appoint nent
following the State Bari san Nasional's historic win of seven parlianentary
and 32 State seats in the Nov 29 general el ection.

He advi sed themto work hard for the good of the people and the State.

"I hope Mohanmad | sa, his Exco nenbers, and ot her el ected representatives
will carry out their duties in an efficient and trustworthy nanner.

"They shoul d not act by words al one, but showtheir diligence through
action, good exanpl e and attitude to portray a clean, efficient, honest
and just admi nistrationinthe State.”

He al so warned the State representatives that their adm nistration
shoul d be free of any w ongdoi ng whi ch coul d tarni sh the good nane of the
State Governmnent.

"The State Assenbl ymen shoul d realise that they have a responsibility in
fulfilling the duty entrusted to themby the people.

"They shoul d keep in mnd the fact that the people will be watching all
their actions,” he added.

Meanwhi | e, Mohamad | sa said the Exco nmenbers shoul d work hard in hel pi ng
torun the State Government, w th good co-operation from government
of ficials.

Speaking after the swearing-in cerenony, he said the portfolios of the
Exco menbers woul d be announced duri ng thi s Wednesday' s Exco neeti ng.

He said the first priority of the State Governnent was to conplete all
proj ects that were pendi ng under the Seventh Mal aysi a Pl an by 2000, and to
make preparations for the E ghth Ml aysia Pl an.

Commenti ng on conpl aints by certain quarters over the retaining of sone
Exco nenbers, he said the natter did not arise as Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad had approved their appoi nt ments.

He defended the new Exco |ine-up, saying it had the naki ngs of a good
and capabl e t eamwhi ch woul d hel p the State Governnment achieve its
obj ecti ves.

Wien asked to comment on a directive said to be issued by the Negri
Senbi | an pal ace not all owi ng Utusan Mal aysi a journalists fromcoveringthe
swearing-in cerenmony, Mhanmad | sa said he was not aware of the directive.



"Thi s shoul d not have happened as they (the journalists) were nerely
carrying out their duties," he said.

Jour nal i sts Meor Harman Shakri and Ai nul Asni era Ahsan, together with
phot ogr apher Shamsul Ariffin Che Orar who travel |l ed separately to the
pal ace to cover the cerenony, were stopped by policenen and pal ace
of ficials about 10amand i nforned that they were barred fromcovering the
event.

Meor Harman said a pal ace official had told himthat the directive to
bar themfromcovering the function cane fromthe " Tuanku".
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