26 JAN 1999
RAFI DAH EXI'T
EXIT TAX PORTRAYS | NTENTI ON TO CONTI NUE TO STABLI SE SHARE MARKET

KOTA KI NABALU, Jan 26 (Bernama) -- Mnister of International Trade and
I ndustry, Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said today that Malaysia's intention to
study the possibility of introducing the exit tax, indicated the country's
determ nation to continue to create stability in the stock market.

"We are aware of sonme pressures by those who invest in the stock market
for the governnent to reconsider sone formof flexibility which would
enabl e foreign investors to repatriate capital at an earlier stage

"I amconfident that whatever formof flexibility we offer would
portray our intention to create stability in the stock market, taking into
consideration investors' interest, especially foreign ones," she said.

Rafi dah was speaking to reporters after officiating Concept Mrketing
pl ant at Kota Kinabalu I ndustrial Park, Tel uk Sepanggar near here.

Yesterday, Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad indi cated that
an exit tax for the early repatriation of capital, instead of the current
one year period, may be introduced.

Meanwhi | e, Rafidah who is al so Umo Suprenme Council nenber, at a
meeting with Barisan Nasi onal Sabah Wanita Exco, urged the wonen politica
| eaders in that state to continue to help Barisan Nasional (BN) to win in
the com ng Sabah state el ections.

She said the wonen's roles are inportant and it had been proven that
worren pl ayed an inportant part in ensuring a BN victory.

Raf i dah al so said that BN was active at all tines to bring devel opnent
to the people, and not only during the el ections.

As such, the people should appreciate the party based on its
performance and not only during the elections, she said. -- BERNAMA
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