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Exorci si ng the Anwar ghost from Umo

A. Kadir Jasin
THE heartache i s not Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad' s al one, al t hough his
nmust be worse

When he brought Datuk Seri Anwar | brahiminto Umo in 1982, it was
dubbed the Barisan Nasional's greatest pre-election coup. Wien he was
sacked | ast year, it becane a conspiracy for sone.

Mohd | sa Ahnad, 55, an ordi nary Umo nmenber fromthe Tanah Merah branch
i n the Pendang division in Kedah, shares the Prime Mnister's pain.

But he would like to believe that he suffered nore than the Prine
M ni ster.

If Dr Mahathir knew Anwar as a rabbl e-rousi ng student | eader in the 70s,
Mohd | sa said he knew Anwar as fell ow budak kampung (vill age boy) in
Per mat ang Pauh i n Penang decades earlier.

He remenbers Anwar's flawl essly attired (by the vill age standard at
| east) father, Datuk |Ibrahi mAbdul Rahman, who, he said, | ooked |like a
wel | -known P. Raml ee-generation Malay fil mstar.

He renmenbers an el der brother of Anwar who was an English teacher and a
vill age hippie icon

In those heady days in the late 60s and the early part of the 70s, when
the rejection of the conventi on was a phenonenon, bei ng a hi ppie or, at
the very | east | ooking hippie-like, was hip.

Most of all, he renenbers the sinple ball gane of randas (the
m spronunci ati on of rounders, the bat and ball game wi dely pl ayed unti |
the 70s) and t he many ni ghts t he boys, includi ng Anwar, spent bunking in
t he nake-shift balai at wedding feasts.

It was custonary then for the balai, or tenporary tinber and attap tent,
to be built to serve as a dining hall for the guests in the day tinme and
as sleeping quarters for relatives who cane fromdi stant places and
nei ghbours who were too tired to go hone.

For the kampung boys, a wedding feast was a dream- the free nmeals, tine
to forget school, opportunity to strengthen the bond of friendship and the
time to marvel at the sw nging hips of the "ghazal party" dancers, nost of
whom wer e men dressed i n wonen's cl ot hes.

One of the best known ghazal party groups then was the "Ghazal Party
Kepal a Bat as".

Today, Kepala Batas is better known as the place fromwhere the Deputy
Prime M nister, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , hails.

When | nmet Mohd Isa at the Umo general assenbly on Friday, he could not
wait to recall the days and i nstances when his and Anwar's pat hs crossed.

Mohd Isa's first Anwar-induced heartache took place in 1982.

He recalled participating in a 50-notorcycle procession fromTanah Merah
to Quar Kepayang, a Pas stronghold, in honour of Anwar.

He recal l ed his pride and joy of participating in the procession, nore
so at the opportunity of displaying his political prowess to his Umo
rivals.

Mohd | sa was then a fervent supporter of Pas and Anwar an Islamc youth
| eader of the highest calibre he had ever net.

He woul d not m nd covering hinself in the dust and funmes generated by 50
not or cycl es chargi ng down unpaved roads.

Sone days |l ater, said Mohd Isa, his elation turned to horror when it was
announced i n Kual a Lunmpur that Anwar had j oi ned Umo.

"Mana saya nak bubuh nmuka saya," (Were was | to hide ny face) he said



inthe typical northern Mal ay sl ang

He damed Anwar and Dr Mahathir for shattering his dream The sense of
betrayal hardened his support for Pas and fromthat point onward, no trees
were too tall for himto clinb in order to fly the Pas fl ags.

It took himalong tinme to realise that as Anwar was straddling the
gl obe as a hi ghly successful Umo nmenber, he was getting nowhere with Pas.

The breaki ng poi nt came in 1991 when he coul d no | onger supply the | oca
Pas markaz (headquarters) with rice, coffee and sugar to feed the rising
tide of visiting party | eaders and canpai gners.

In 1995 he took the risk of being declared a nurtad (apostate) and
joined Umo. Today he clinmbs trees for the party and act as its tough guy.
H s dedi cati on earned hi msufficient votes to becone a conm ttee nmenber of
t he Tanah Merah Umo branch.

Bei ng an Umo nenber, he played by the rule. He accepted and supported
Anwar because he was told Dr Mahat hir wanted Anwar.

And like all |oyal party nmenbers, he suffered a bi g heartache when Anwar
was sacked

But havi ng been in both Umo and Pas as a grassroots nmenber, and know ng
Anwar fromhis chil dhood days, he thought he coul d separate nyth from
reality.
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THERE are many Umo nenbers |ike Mohd | sa, who, despite their
ordi nariness, are acutely aware of the goings-on in Umo, the Governnent
and the country.

They have seen | eaders conme and go. Sone they |ike, sonme they don't. But
for as long as these peopl e enjoy the support of the majority, they are
accepted as | eaders of Umo and the Governnent.

These are the ordi nary Umo nenbers and Mal ays who are nost likely to
make the difference in the | atest nove by the party toriditself of the
Anwar ghost and to rebuild its strength.

Bef ore Umo coul d hope to reach out to others, it has to reach out to
t hese | oyal and hardwor ki ng menbers.

They will determ ne whether or not the party can be exorcised of the
troubl esone spirit and repeat its past successes in the com ng genera
el ection.

Dr Mahathir's many nessages to the Umo del egates will not only have to
reach thembut nore so to be understood by them

Mohd | sa may not have understood everything said by Dr Mahat hir, but the
call for unity is clear to all. Umo nust stay united.

To stay united and fight its way out of the present quagnire, Umo
nmenbers nust be nade to believe that what they are doing is correct and
necessary.

Thi s i ncl udes goi ng on the of fensi ve and confronti ng the Anwar ghost
head on. There is no | onger the need for apol ogy or hesitation

In not so many words, the Umo president was saying that if thereis
anybody who shoul d feel betrayed by the events of the |l ast nine nonths, it
has to be him

He was responsi bl e for bringing Anwar into the party and supported his
rise, sonetimes at the expense of nore senior party | eaders.

And, as Dr Mahathir admitted in his address, he was naive to reject
every report and warni ng regardi ng hi s anoi nted successor

Said he: "I admit | was quite naive as | did not believe that nmy deputy,
a person | had brought into Umo, whom| positioned in the party and
Governnent, a person | supported to gain high position in the party and
Governnment would try to topple ne. But now, | have to believe that this
was what he did. He hinself admitted it."
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ONLY i f Umo nenbers are willing and able to put the Anwar epi sode behi nd
themwi ||l they be able to rebuild the party and reach out to others.

And reachi ng out they nust. The begi nning has been made with the
adm ssion by Dr Mahathir, his deputy Abdul | ah, and ot her senior party
| eaders that Umo had neglected its relationship with the youth and young
prof essi onal s.

That for not wanting to disturb university students in their canpuses,
Umo had i nadvertently | eft the gate open to Pas and ot her opposition
parties.

But the problemis nore conplicated than that. Sone Umo | eaders had
taken the stand literally while others used it to avoid the hassl e of
having to debate with students.

They knowif they enter the campuses, the students will engage themin
debates that they are | ess than prepared to face.

Yet this is the very first thing that Umo and Bari san Nasi onal | eaders
can expect to face the monent they start their forays i nto t he canpuses.

They must be prepared to be engaged by t he students. They cannot expect
t hese young people to listen and believe every word they say. They have to
be convi nci ng.

Debating and oratory skills alone are insufficient to capture their
support. Rabbl e-rousi ng al one can be counter-productive and even
danger ous.

There has to be substance. Their contacts with students and young
prof essi onal s have to be properly structured.

Umo and t he Bari san Nasi onal need a clearly defined youth agenda. They
have not only to | earn to speak and understand the | anguage of the young,
but have agendas and progranmes that appeal to these groups of people.

Educati on and econoni ¢ progress brought about by the Bari san Nasi ona
Gover nment are enpowering our youth.

They want to be heard on such contenporary i ssues as the environnent,
freedom transparency and accountability.

To cultivate their friendship and support, Umo and the Bari san Nasi ona
nmust have cl ear responses to these issues.

These are anong t he substance of the new contract that the Governnent
will need to enter into with this post-NEP generation in order to gain
their support.
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