02/ 05/ 1999
Expl ai n proj ect del ays (HL)

Sharanjit Singh

SUNGAI PETANI, Sat. - District officers attending their nationa
conference to be opened by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
on Monday wi Il have to expl ain del ays for projects under them First

Fi nance M ni ster Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n sai d t oday.

He added the Government was also in the final stages of streaminingthe
tender process for the award of contracts in a nove to ensure speedy
i mpl ement ati on of projects.

Dai m sai d other neasures that woul d be introduced to speed up work on
new proj ects i ncl uded doi ng away with ol d procedures i n the pl anni ng,

i mpl enent ati on and di sbursenment of awards for contracts.

On the district officers, Daimsaid the Governnent want ed feedback from
themto hel p overcone the | ong-standi ng probl emof projects not being
i npl ement ed fast enough.

"The feedback will be useful for us to work out a solution to help
overcone the problem" he said

Dai mwas speaking to reporters after the opening of the Merbok Umo
di vi si on neeting by Pahang Menteri Besar Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob.

The two-day National District Oficers Conference 1999 i s organi sed by
the Prime Mnister's Departnent in Bangi, Sel angor.

Daim who is al so the National Econom c Action Council executive
director, is expected to deliver a paper at the conference.

Dai M s paper will be on the Governnment's efforts to revitalise the
econony. He said delays in the inplenentation of projects could jeopardise
econoni c recovery.

Earlier, in his speech during a neet-the-people function at Kanmpung
Masj i d, Taman Bandar Baru i n Sungai Lal ang, Dai msaid t here were sone
people in the country who belittled the Governnment's efforts in
revitalising the economny.

He said they continued criticising the Government despite signs of the
economy i nprovi ng.

"Even foreigners who criticised the Governnment previously are now
acknowl edgi ng the steps we took are showi ng positive results.

"However, sone of our own people fail to acknow edge this and conti nue
criticising us,"” he said, adding the peopl e shoul d be united i n hel pi ng
t he Governnent revive the econony.

( END)
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