18 JUN 1999
Umo- Mot i on (Annuar)
EXPLANATI ON SHOULD DI SPEL DOUBTS, SAYS ANNUAR

KUALA LUMPUR, June 18 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s expl anation on the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi m
shoul d dispel all doubts over the alleged conspiracy agai nst the fornmer
deputy prime minister, the Umo general assenbly was told today.

"(Foll owi ng the expl anation) there should no | onger be Anwar [brahims
men...we should join forces in an Umo front," said Kelantan Umo |iaison
conm ttee deputy chai rman Dat uk Annuar Musa in seconding a notion on the
party president's policy speech.

He said that they have no choice now but to cl ose ranks and strengthen
the unity of the party.

Annuar, who represented the Kel antan Umo, also related three incidents
to show that there was no conspiracy agai nst Anwar.

He said that the first incident occurred during the Umo divisiona
nmeetings in 1995 when many who contested for the post of divisional head
said that they were asked to do so by Anwar and sone said they were asked
to do so by Dr Mahathir.

He said that it would appear as though the top | evel |eadership had
given their bl essings and so, Dr Mahathir was infornmed of the matter.

Annuar said that Dr Mahathir then told himthat he already had severa
deputies before this and if there were to be any probl ens, the inpression
woul d be that the problens were not created by his deputies but by him

He said that the second incident occurred in the Umo Youth election in
1996 when he stood for election but the forner party president gave his
support to a certain candi date.

The third incident, he said, was when the prine ninister's del egation
visited Latin America and he saw rmany forei gn magazi nes whi ch had articles
prai sing Anwar and appearing to undermne the prime mnister.

Annuar said that he commented to the prine mnister that it appeared as
t hough Anwar had received the support of the foreign powers but the prine
mnister only stated that the party's front had to be strengthened as
outsiders only wanted to see disunity anong the party nenbers.

He said that he had related the incidents as he believed there could
not have been a conspoiracy to bring down the forner deputy prine mnister.

"Dr Mahathir is only thinking of the interest of the religion, race and
nation," he said.
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