19/ 06/ 1999

Expl anati on on the issue of Anwar wel|l accepted

JOHOR Ment eri Besar Dat uk Abdul Ghani O hman said Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamaed' s speech rem nded party nmenbers of attenpts to weaken Umo, from
within the country and externally.

"Menbers shoul d be aware of such attenpts. | amconfident the | engthy
expl anation on the current political and econom c situation by Dr Mahat hir
woul d further strengthen the resol ve of party nmenbers to continue their
struggles.”

Ghani said it was tinely and appropriate that Dr Mahat hir spoke at great
| ength on the case i nvol ving former deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim at the general assenbly, as it was done at a party platform

Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid said Umo nenbers should no
| onger feel shy to tal k about the noral issues which ledto the expulsion
of Anwar now that the Prine Mnister had openly tal ked about it.

He said the party president had now addressed the i ssue and confi rmed
certain information which Umo nenbers had al ready obtai ned fromvari ous
sources on the natter.

Dr Mahathir, he said, tal ked about Anwar's dismissal at lengthin his
speech because he wanted party nenbers to address the i ssue openly.

"People are shy to tell the truth ... the Prine Mnister has broken the
ice by talking openly."

Sharing his views was Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassi m
who bel i eved t he del egat es under st ood t he nessage wel |, and accepted in
good faith Dr Mahathir's expl anati on.

"Peopl e know what had happened in Anwar's case but did not want to talk
about it because they did not want to be unpopul ar anpong t hose who
supported Anwar."

Shahi dan sai d t he mai n message whi ch Dr Mahat hir had put across was that
Anwar coul d al so have been sacked for going against him(Prime Mnister),
but the former Deputy Prinme M nister was sacked on noral grounds whichis
sonething difficult for the people to acccept.

Penang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said Dr Mahathir's speech
clearly showed he wanted the people to be nmore committed to protecting the
country's independence.

He said the peopl e shoul d treasure what the country had achi eved so far.
"We rmust be mindful of the Prime Mnister's advice for the people to be
responsible for their own country, and not to take a wong step that could
destroy the country which has been i ndependent for nore than 40 years," he

sai d.

Ter engganu Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mokht ar Ahnmad sai d t he devel opnent
and progress of a country required the | eadership of a visionary who has
the ability to formul ate strategies.

He said Dr Mahat hir was one such | eader and his presidential address
anplified his concern over matters affecting the peopl e.

On the Anwar issue, he said Dr Mahathir knew better than anyone el se
about his fornmer deputy because he was with Anwar for 16 years.
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