20 FEB 1999
Mahat hi r - Sabah ( Resour ces)
EXPLO TATI ON OF SABAH S RESOURCES WON' T HAPPEN AGAI N - MAHATHI R

KOTA Kl NABALU, Feb 20 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t oday gave an assurance that the federal government will
ensure the exploitation of Sabah's natural resources for personal gains
will not recur.

He said the governnment would assign a body to extract the state's
resources and use the proceeds for the benefit of Sabahans.

"This is different frombefore... then tall trees (tinber) were fel
for tinber but we don't know where the noney went," he told a press
conference at the end of his three-day visit to Sabah.

Dr Mahathir said anong the reasons for the high | evel of poverty in
Sabah was shortage of allocations, and no effort was nade in the past to
tackl e the probl em

"Sabah was very rich at one tine but no attention was given for the
progress of Sabahans because everyone was busy amassing wealth for
t hensel ves, " he sai d.

The prinme minister said the federal governnent was serious inits
efforts to eradicate poverty in Sabah now that it assunmed a greater role in
the state's devel opnent.

"We are able to cooperate with the present state governnment to devel op
the state and resolve problens |ike poverty," he said.

On the Barisan Nasional (BN) manifesto for the com ng state el ection
he said: "W will enphasise on a governnent that's capabl e and interested
to devel op Sabah, and a state governnent that can cooperate with the
federal government."

The BN woul d al so stress its seriousness in sticking to pledges to
devel op Sabah, he said.

"For instance we promi sed that when BN cones to power we will set up a
uni versity. We have done that and have so far spent RVMBOO million for
Uni versiti Mal aysia Sabah (UMB). This shows we are serious with our pledges
especially when it concerns training for Sabahans," he said.

Asked when the Sabah Legi sl ative assenbly woul d be di ssol ved, Dr
Mahathir nmerely said that it could take place any time but not after April

On his closed-door neeting with tourismoperators earlier today, the
prinme mnister said he was briefed on various aspects of the industry in
the state.

Thi s included frequency of air flights fromcertain destinations to
Sabah and chartered flights in the state.

"I find that those who gave the briefing have an i ndepth know edge
about tourismin Sabah and | have taken note of the matters raised by
them" he said.

The matters would be referred to the National Econom c Action Council,
he added.

Dr Mahathir and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali who arrived
i n Sabah on Thursday returned to Kual a Lunpur today.

Present at the airport to send himoff were Chief Mnister Tan Sr
Ber nard Donpok, Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Osu Sukam state mnisters and
| eaders of Sabah BN component parti es.
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