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Ezam s admi ssion proves PMis right

A. Kadir Jasin

THE shocki ng admi ssi on by Datuk Seri Anwar | brahims former political
secretary Mohamad Ezam Mohd Nor that the former has kept several boxes of
governnent documents abroad has to be taken very seriously.

El sewhere, a person |like the Parti Keadil an Nasional's Youth chief would
have been detai ned or, at the very | east, hauled up for interrogation by
the security agenci es.

What ever Anwar's excuse for doing so, his action is a serious breach of
the lawand threat to the security of the country. These docunents can be
used by foreign el ements to underm ne the country.

When Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad al | eged i n Mal acca on
Monday that Anwar took governnent secrets out of the country, a |ot of
peopl e t hought he was nmaking a political statenent.

But when Ezam one of Anwar's cl osest aides, openly told a politica
gathering in Tel uk | ntan on Wednesday t hat he deposited six boxes of
of ficial docunents abroad, it proves the allegation

Ezamwas being either foolish to confirmthe allegation or was
chal l engi ng the authorities to take acti on agai nst hi mand his forner
boss.

In adifferent situation, his adm ssion could be seen as an attenpt by a
young zeal ous person to show just how cl ose he was to Anwar when the
latter was in the Governnent.

Nobody deni es Ezanml s cl oseness to Anwar. He was hand- pi cked by Anwar to
be his political secretary at the Finance M nistry fromanong so many
eager and nore qualified contenders

This young man, who is the son-in-1aw of one of Anwar's cl osest
advi sers, went on to beconme a zeal ous and out spoken Anwar strategist in
and out side the country.

When several of his coll eagues were detai ned under the Internal Security
Act following Anwar's illegal reformasi marches | ast year, he ran to
| ndonesi a.

There he carried out vicious anti-governnent propaganda for severa
mont hs. lronically, when he returned honme, he was only interviewed by the
police.

Somre peopl e may be encouraged to suspect that sonething is amss in his
relationship with the police. However, in the I'ight of his shocking
adm ssion, the authorities may want to take a second and deeper | ook at
the activities of this young person.

There may be a possibility that Indonesia is anobng the places Anwar
keeps t he docunments. Since Ezamseens to know so nuch about this activity
of Anwar, he could have a hand i n hel ping his forner boss.

And | do not think the Governnment shoul d be cowed i nto not taking action
agai nst Anwar for fear of foreign nedi a condemmati on. Since when are we
t hat concerned about what they say?
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