21/ 05/ 1999

322 take tinme off to cel ebrate Nurses Day

THEY are in one of the nost denandi ng professions in the world, with
hecti c schedul es but they spared sonetine to cel ebrate, rather to |l end
nmeani ng to what they stand for.

The 322 student nurses, nursing supervisors and heads of school s of
nursing inthe Klang Val l ey cel ebrated the International Nurses Day at the
Kual a Lunpur Pantai Col | ege of Nursing recently.

Guest - of - honour was Pantai Col | ege of Nursing patron Masti sa Mohaned,
who represented her husband, Mbkhzani Mhat hir, executive chairman for
Pant ai Hol di ngs Bhd.

She joined the nurses in the customary cake-cutting cerenony.

Al so present were Pantai Hospital Berhad chief executive officer Aznan
I brahim group chief executive officer Dr Ri dwan Bakar, patient and health
care services group nanager Vino Nallaya, chief nursing officer Joan
Pereira and Pantai Coll ege of Nursing director Asmarani Siddek

The thene for the year, Care of the El derly Person, was highlighted as
beinginlinewiththe Wrld Health O ganisation's (WHO proclamationto
care for senior citizens

Pant ai Educati on Berhad, marking its journey into the newmnl |l ennium
has taken a big step i ntroducing nmale nurses inits traini ng programe,
making it the first and | argest for nurses' training in Kuala Lunpur.

In a short wel cone address, nal e student nurse Kenny Ronal d Ngalin said
that men, too, can nmake good nurses and that he and his fell ow students
woul d prove their abilities and be the gens anobng the roses.

"Nur ses have greatly contributed to pronoting and mai nt ai ni ng of good
heal th, that today people continue to enjoy a |l onger |ifespan

"Inrecognitiontothis, Nurses Day is celebrated to pay tribute to
t hese speci al peopl e who have touched the hearts of the sick and the
needy.

"W are al so pl eased to have a vi brant group of tutors and clinica
i nstructors who guide us to be dedicated to the core val ues of our
col l ege,” Ngalin said.

Anong the many activities organi sed by the Pantai Coll ege of Nursing
i ncl udi ng hol di ng tal ks on hypertensi on and heart di seases, bl ood
screeni ng and eye checks.

In conjunction with the celebration, a forumentitled "Care For The
El derly" was held at college prem ses.

Anong the topics discussed were Psychol ogi cal Aspects in Elderly Care by
UKMcl i ni cal psychol ogy professor Datuk Dr Mat Saat Baki, Rol e of Nati onal
Counci | of Senior Citizens of Mal aysia (Nacscom in facing the chall enges
and i ssues of agei ng by Nacscom president LumKin Tuck, Care for the
Elderly in a Residential Home for the Aged by Sisters of the Poor
representative Mari e Jeanne and Rol e of Nurses in the Care of the Elderly
in Hospital by Cheras Geriatic Centre seni or nurse Satwant Kaur Dhillion.
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