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Mohaned- Sabah
FAI R ALLOCATI ON OF SEATS FOR SABAH POLLS, SAYS BN SEC- GEN

JOHOR BAHARU, Feb 4 (Bernama) -- The allocation of seats anong the
Bari san Nasi onal (BN) conponent parties for the Sabah el ections will be
done in a fair manner, said BN secretary-general Datuk Seri Mhaned Rahmat
sai d today.

"W will be fair in the allocation of seats,” he told reporters after
attendi ng a cl osed door neeting between Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi and Umo Johor Liaison Committee, here.

But, he said Sabah Umo woul d get the nbst seats, being the backbone
party of the Sabah governnent, and this would be defended.

"...because many have believed in Umo now. Justice and power-sharing
concept brought by Umo have been well accepted by the Sabah of Sabah," he
sai d.

Mohamed, who is also Information Mnister, said if Umo got the biggest
nunber of seats, it would enhance voters' confidence in the formation of a
just governnment |ike that in the Peninsul a.

"W are not denying other conponent parties of their seats. The
al l ocation of seats will be done in a manner, fair and acceptable to all,"
he sai d.

Mohanmed said Umo woul d not contest in constituencies where it could
not win or where the majority of the voters are non Mislins.

"That we cannot do. But we will al so consider giving predoninantly
Mal ay constituencies to other conponent parties in the spirit of friendship
within the BN, Iike in the Peninsula," he said.

As such, he said, to ensure stability in Sabah, Umo's role as the
backbone to the state government nust be preserved.

Asked when woul d the BN Suprene Council neet to discuss allocation of
seats, Mhaned said this woul d be decided by the Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.

In the 1994 state election, the BN won 23 seats conpared to 25 by the
Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS). But the BN forned the state governnent when
several PBS assenbl ynmen crossed over, giving the BN seat nmajority.
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