15/ 03/ 1999

Famous Barisan victory in Sabah

IT"S afamus victory for the Bari san Nasional. Once agai n Sabah voters
have proved t he Cassandras wong. They have deci ded for stability and
devel oprment which only the BN coalition can deliver. The results were far,
far better than expected. Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Myhanad
had forecast a sinple npjority. But final returns gave the BN a t hunpi ng
victory that fell just one seat short of a two-thirds najority.

Last week's el ection outcone in Sabah sent significant signals. They
told the sad but solid tale that politicians and parti es who energe only
at the hustings have no support of the electorate. Thus Datuk Harris
Sal | eh and Parti Bersekutu Sabah were nailed to their political coffins.
Setia, Pasok and i ndependent candi dates suffered the sane fate. They were
rejected abjectly by the voters. The sane gl oomand down befell on the
self-proclained |slamc party, Pas. Its perfornmance, coning on the back of
its prediction of the dem se of the BN and Umo, was dismal. Al its six
candi dat es coul d not even garner enough votes to secure their el ectora
deposits.

The el ection al so showed that the Sabah people prefer a two-party State
PBS, by securing 17 seats in the mai nly Kadazandusun-dom nat ed
constituencies, has proved that it is still a political force in the
State. But its hold and appeal is dinminishing as apparent fromits | ess
t han domi neering performance this tine around. The |l ast tine it garnered
25 seats

BN s victory perhaps is a nanifestation of the sentinments of the Sabah
peopl e. Many constituenci es whi ch were previ ously won by the PBS were
captured by the BN. These i ncl ude areas where the successful PBS
candi dates crossed over to the BN days after the 1994 el ection

The el ection outconme augurs well for Sabah. The BN coalition not only
ensures stablility but al so conti nued and sust ai ned devel opnment whi ch t he
St at e has not seen nuch before 1994. For their endorsenent of the nationa
coalition, the people would surely be rewarded.

But | essons should be | earnt fromhistory. The BN, for one, should
resist the tenption to encourage PBS Assenbl ynen to cross over. Ethically,
it iswong. Politically, it is not w se.

Party- hoppi ng of Assenblynmen i s obnoxious to say the least. It gives
credence to the widely-held notion that politics is all about noney. The
el ectorate' s deci si on nust be respected. Money shoul d not rescind their
choi ce. No one, least of all the BN, should sacrifice denocracy at the
al tar of Manmon.

The BN is already strong with 31 seats. Wth the six Assenblynmen it now
has the right to nom nate, the BN should buildits own strength in the
constituencies it does not control. It shoul d endeavour to garner the
continued support and endorsenment of the Sabah people on its past and
future governance of providing devel opnment and ever inproving lives.

The out conme of | ast week's el ection has a nore inportant portend. Wile
Sabah politics is vastly different fromthat of the peninsular States and
Sarawak, BN s victory in the "land belowthe wind" is a noral e booster to
the national coalitionthat is currently preparing for the genera
el ection. It should al so send a rem nder to cynical political observers
and anal ysts that the Governnent headed by Dr Mahathir is still strong
and, nore inportantly, still has the endorsenent of the people.

( END)
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