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Farners, fishernmen need to nodernise

THE policies for the devel opnment of agriculture and fishery are already in
pl ace but are not adequate due to the bias in favour of the industrial
sector, a corporate figure said.

Dat uk Hassan Harun, chairman of KUB Mal aysi a Bhd and a nenber of the
Second Nati onal Econom c Consultative Council (NECC 2), said the
i nvol venent of farners and fi shernmen had been smal|l and t hey shoul d now
nodernise in line with the needs of the newmillennium

He was commenting on the call by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Moharmaed for the agriculture and fishery sectors to enploy a new
devel opnent approach such as introduci ng | arge-scal e est ate managenent
net hods i n vegetabl e and fruit production and adopti ng new fi shing
t echni ques.

Dr Mahat hir had said the agriculture sector was previously not given
nmuch attention as the country focused on devel opi ng t he manuf acturi ng
i ndustry. Attention was given mainly to the devel opnent of rubber, oil
pal mand cocoa estates

Hassan said as the country increased its efficiency, it should not
forget the basic needs of the people.

He al so said food producti on nust be approached by new t echnol ogy.

Hassan consi dered the Prinme M nister's speech as touching on a wi de
aspect of things and serving as a guideline with regard to i ssues and
chal | enges to be taken i nto consi derati on when drafting plans for the new
m | I enni um

On the inportance of tourismin the next mllennium president of
Mal aysi an Associ ati on of Tour and Travel Agents Tunku | skandar Tunku
Abdul | ah sai d touri smhad been proven i n many econoni es to be a conmerci al
undertaking that can bring in foreign exchange very rapidly.

Tunku | skandar, who is also a nenber of NECC 2, felt that the enphasis
now shoul d be on pronoting further i nbound and donmestic tourismas this
area had recei ved tremendous support in the | ast coupl e of years.

"The | ast one year has seen a huge upsurge in domestic tourism Qur own
people are travelling within (the country).

"This may be due to Saturday being a day off and the hi gher cost of
overseas travel, coupled wi th the good devel opment of | ocal tourism
resorts and infrastructure."

He added t hat Mal aysi ans were t aki ng advant age of these factors and the
current enphasis was to nmarket domestic tourismstrongly overseas.

Strong enphasi s shoul d al so be given to neetings, incentives,
conventions and exhi bitions (M CE) as participants of such events spend
two to three tines nore than |l eisure travellers.

However, the first thing to do nowwas to turn around the tourism
i ndustry whi ch was on a decline, he said.
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