22/ 04/ 1999

Farners and DAP officials in denp

MALACCA, Wed. - A group of 17 pig farmers and DAP nenbers denonstrated
outside the State Legislative Assenbly buil ding today after a DAP noti on
on the closure of pig farns in Mal acca was aborted due to a | ack of

quor um

State Opposition Leader Sim Tong H m (DAP-Bandar Hilir) was scheduled to
tabl e his notion imediately after the break. Hi s nbotion was to call on
the State Government to re-consider its decision to close all pig farns in
the state.

Si mwas unabl e to proceed as there were only nine assenblynen left in
the House while the required quorumwas 10.

The denonstrators, | ed by Simand Tengkera Assenbl yman, Goh Leong San,
want ed Chi ef M nister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar Isnin to explain why the State
Government wanted to cl ose the pig farns.

The stand-off |asted for half an hour before Abu Zahar was escorted by
hi s bodyguard and policenen to his official car before | eaving the
bui | di ng.

State Heal th, Manpower and Consuner Affairs committee chairman, Datuk
W ra Gan Boon Leong was al so i nvol ved i n several verbal exchanges wi th Goh
after Abu Zahar left.

St at e deputy police chief, Assistant Conm ssioner Ahmad Li hat and
Mal acca Tengah I nternal Security and Public Order Department chief, Deputy
Superi ntendent Nozlan | smail were seen trying desperately to keep the
situation calm

Si mand Goh had asked Abu Zahar to explain the State Governnent's
deci si on out side the House after the sitting ended due to the | ack of
quor um

Simsaid this had been going on for the last 20 State Assenbly sittings
fromthe tine of former Chief Mnister, Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Tanby Chi Kk,
each tinme the DAP tried to table its notion.

"The State should be answerable for its action to the people and shoul d
not shy away fromthe responsibilities entrusted to them" he said, addi ng
that this phenonmenon only happened i n Mal acca and not el sewhere.

Simsaid he had witten to Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mphanmad
and the State Legislative Assenmbly Speaker Datuk Nasir Manap over this
practice.

"The Government's el ected representatives should be kindinlisteningto
our notion and if they do not likeit, reject it. However, every time we
want to table a notion, they woul d ask the Assenbl ynen to | eave the
building, resulting in the nmotion not being able to proceed."”

( END)



	Farmers and DAP officials in demo (NST 22/04/1999)

