02/ 07/ 1999

Farmers out in full force to greet special visitor

KEPALA BATAS, Thurs. - The Prime M nister today took tine off fromhis
busy schedule to visit 68 farners at an i ntegrated vegetabl e farm ng
programe i n Kanmpung Lenbah Raja i n Pinang Tunggal near here.

Acconmpanyi ng Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad were his deputy Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and Penang Chief M nister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon.

Dr Mahathir visited the 74-hectare vegetabl e farmoperated by 48 Chi nese
and 20 Mal ay farmers.

The VIP visitors al so had a taste of the farners' produce and | ocal
fruits during a tea reception.

Almost all the 1,000 villagers turned up to nmeet Dr Mahathir who is in
Penang for a two-day working visit.

Dr Mahathir had arrived at the Royal Mal aysian Air Force base in
Butterworth about 8.40am

On hand to wel conme hi mwere Abdul | ah, who i s al so Penang Umo |i ai son
commi ttee chai rman, Koh, Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob and
Bari san Nasi onal secretary-general Datuk Seri Mhaned Rahmat.

St at e executive councillors, assenbl ynen and their w ves were anong t he
400 BN supporters present to wel cone him

Upon arrival, Dr Mahathir chaired a three-hour closed-door neeting with
menbers of the State Umo |iai son commttee, commttee nenbers of all 11
State Umo divisions as well as State Umo Youth and Wani ta heads at the
Penang CGol f Resort in Bertam

The Prine M nister was joined at lunch by | eaders of the | ocal BN
conponent parties at the resort.
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