07/ 08/ 1999

8,657 tobacco farners to receive aid today

KOTA BARU, Fri. - Atotal of 8,657 tobacco farmers in the State who
suffered | osses due to crop danege early this year will receive financial
ai d tonorrow

Nati onal Tobacco Board public relations officer Ahmad Nordi n Tahir said
t he RM649, 275 al | ocati on was provi ded under the National Di saster Fund.

He said Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad had presented a
nmock cheque at the laying of the foundation stone for Sultan Ismail Petra
Airport's expansi on project in Pengkal an Chepa during his visit here | ast
nmont h.

"Rural Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Annuar Miusa and Second Fi nance
M ni st er Dat uk Must apa Mohaned are expected to hand out the aid.

Gt hers expected to attend the cerenony include Deputy Mnister in the
Prine M nister's Departnent Datuk | brahimAli and Deputy Primary
I ndustries M nister Datuk H shanmuddi n Tun Hussei n.
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